 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

 MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING

FEBRUARY 8, 2010
CALL TO ORDER – MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM with the pledge of allegiance by Mayor Jeff Heerdt.  Members present: Council Members: Gary Bipes, Ralph Bergsma, Janet Olson and Mark Schwiderski.  Staff present:  Barbara Hoyhtya, City Administrator.  Citizens present: Chuck Gentry, Wes Hoyhtya, Jason Lange, Frank Schafer, Steven Squibb, and Jerome Schueller.  
Welcome to everyone by Mayor Heerdt.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Council Member Schwiderski motioned to approve the agenda with the following additions: 8. Monthly Reports D. Water/wastewater 2. Newspaper article and comments Council Member Olson seconded.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted to approve the agenda, none votes against, motion carried.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Council Member Bergsma motioned to approve the minutes of the January 11, 2010; Council Member Olson seconded the motion.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson, Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

Fireman Steve Squibb informed the council that the Fire Department is looking to replace the grass rig.  They will come back to the council with a purchase agreement and money to fund the truck purchase.  Presently the grass rig is a 1976 that doesn’t run well and does not fit the present needs of the fire department.  

The old truck was given to the department by the DNR.  They do not want their truck back but because it belongs to the DNR the city can not sell it either.

Frank Schafer addressed the council about a concern he had for his airport hanger.  He has a lock on his hanger and presented a key to city hall for that lock.  His concern is someone is able to go into his hanger without his permission with a master key.  The lease says someone has to have permission of the lessee to enter a hanger.  If possible the lessee should be present if they wish.

Information was presented to the council about a meeting the Airport Advisory Committee held on Thursday, February 4, 2010.  The council is concerned that the committee met without proper notice to the public breaking the open meeting law.  The council discussed with Council member Bipes his role on the Airport Advisory Committee as representing the city on the committee.  Motion by Council Member Schwiderski that all actions taken at this meeting are null and void and to send a letter to the Airport Advisory Committee members and the FAA addressing issue handling at the meeting. Second by Council Member Bipes.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against. Motion carried.

This issue will be left open for future disciplinary action.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 10-06 Establishing a Guide for Members of the public requesting Information by Council Member Olson, second by Council Member Bergsma, motion carried. Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.
RESOLUTION 10-06

RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A GUIDE AND POLICY
 FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC REQUESTING INFORMATION
WHEREAS, The City of Hector has determined that a policy and guide is necessary to establish for the purposes of creating consistency and meet the needs of preparing and distributing public data as requested by the member of the public; and

WHEREAS, the following guide and form will be utilized by staff members to provide upon request and in accordance to laws, policies and fees as set by resolution of the City of Hector.

NOW THEREFRE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following guide and policy is hereby established this 8th day of February, 2010 for the purposes of distributing data in accordance to the policy and in accordance to laws as applicable.

Adopted by the City of Hector this 8th day of February, 2010.

___________________________

Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

ATTEST:

___________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya

City Administrator

Resolution 10-07  Accepting Donations and Designating their Use by Council Member Schwiderski with a second by Council member Bergsma.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

CITY OF HECTOR

ACCEPTING DONATIONS

RESOLUTION 10-07

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS AND DESIGNATING THEIR USE

WHEREAS, any city may accept a gift or inheritance of money, goods or property from anyone, accept gifts for religious or sectarian uses or gifts that are religious in nature; and

WHEREAS, the City of Hector has received a donation from Hector Fire Relief Association for $$5,240.00, to the City of Hector.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hector, that the City accepts the donations in full and designate the funds for the following purposes in the following funds:

1) City of Hector to be used for $1,000.00 to the ambulance for equipment

2) City of Hector to be used for $4,240.00 to the fire department for equipment 

Adopted by the Council this 8th day of February, 2010.









______________________________









Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator

The council reviewed the memo from Officer Roemhild about postponement of Blight Enforcement during the winter months.  They agreed that it will be on hold until spring.

The bid for replacing some control items on the furnace at the Community Centers was tabled until Tinsmith and Hector Plumbing and Heating had a chance to bid.

Thank you to those doing the snow plowing.  It has been a difficult winter with all the snow and the council appreciates your hard work.  Also thank you for reading the meters in this snow.

The council discussed how the city can notify people when they are going to plow.  The police do go around and notify people that have their vehicles out on the streets to move them.

A suggestion to take the New Holland tractor down the downtown sidewalks during the day when snowing.

Motion by Council Member Bergsma to raise the temporary snow plow drivers wage from $9.00 to $10.00 per hour effective this pay period, with a second by Council Member Olson.
Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

Motion by Olson to change the snow removal policy when the city has to remove snow from the sidewalks a minimum of $100.00 and $50.00 additional per occurrence with a second by Schwiderski.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.  The council would like to have the order for the emergency routes looked at and changed in the policy.
Schueller reported that the arsenic levels are not going higher or lower.  

Schueller stated that he did not single out a business at the last meeting.  He feels that he is doing what his job description says.  He does not feel that Minnesota Rural Water should be involved with this meeting at Hector Meats.  He would like to see a correction in the paper.  Council Member Olson felt that he was singling out one business.  Wednesday, February 10, 2010 Schueller, Olson, Heerdt, Hoyhtya and Tim Hagemeier from Minnesota Rural Water will tour Hector Meats.

Schueller spoke of a letter he had written to the Mayor.

Two radio quotes were received for four radios:

Pro Communications $325.81 w/o speaker mic  with speaker mic $373.89  

The Radio Frequency $217.51 with speaker mics.

Motion to approve the Radio Frequency for $217.51 per radio by Council Member Schwiderski, second Council Member Bergsma.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

Motion by Council Member Schwiderski to approve the payables, additional payables for a total of $195,266.59, second by Council member Olson.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried. 

Code of Conduct – Council member Bipes asked for the council to review his letter about three accusations of violations of the Code of Conduct.  The council’s findings are that a council member is allowed to contact other cities as to what they charge or to seek advice.

The council stated that second hand information is inaccurate and is only hearsay.  Council members are allowed to do their personal business whereever and with whom ever they want.

The council stated obtaining all pertinent information before them to make a qualified decision is not violating the Code of Conduct.        

The council decided that the three accusations were not a violation of the Code of Conduct.
The council stated that the tapes and CD’s could be returned to Council Member Bipes after the three months the city has to have them on file.

The council reviewed the Pay Equity.  This is a test for gender that the city is required to do by the state very three years.

The personnel committee discussed with the employees the weekend schedule and hours.  Sometime in the past the city workers that worked the weekends took four hours off during the week and only worked 40 hours.  A motion by Council Member Schwiderski to adopt the personnel committee’s recommendation to change the policy to a 36 hour work week during the week, working two hours on Saturday and two hours on Sunday, for a total of 40 hour work week, second by Olson.  Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, Bipes voted against.  Motion carried.

The council again had discussion as to what was going to be done when Harold Carstens retires in July 2011 as to the water and wastewater department.  This will go back to the personnel committee for discussion.

After reviewing the up coming meetings Council member Bipes informed the council he would not be here for the April 6, 2010 Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting as adjourned at 8.45 p.m. with a motion by Council Member Olson, second by Council Member Bergsma.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

________________________________


_________________________
Respectively Submitted




Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator
