 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

SEPTEMBER 11, 2006
CALL TO ORDER
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM on September 11, 2006.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt, Council Members: Don Olinger, Gary Bipes, Steve Squibb.  Absent: Roger Newman.  Staff present:  Matt Jaunich, Barb Johnson, Jerome Schueller, Harold Carstens, Mike Kenney, Tony Fauglid.   Citizens in attendance: Jason Lange, Ken Rodmyre, Mike and Adelle Jacoby, Scott Hable, Sam Watkins, Frank Schafer.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Squibb motioned to approve the agenda.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Squibb motioned to approve the minutes of the August 28th meeting.  Olinger  seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Council Member Newman arrived at 7:08 PM.

AMBULANCE BIDS

The following bids were received for a new ambulance:


Road Rescue - $109,021 minus a trade in allowance of $10,000 for a total of $99,021.


North Central Ambulance – 


          McCoy Miller $108,356 minus a trade in allowance of $5,000 for a total of $97,656
                      Braun $119,960 minus a trade in allowance of $5,000 for a total of $109,260.
All bids indicate a 180 day delivery and include a $5700 rebate.    Awarding of the bid tabled to the September 18th meeting.

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

Travis Christensen of TCW Disposal presented a proposal to the Council for garbage and recycling services.  TCW uses the cart for garbage pickup.  There is no charge for the initial cart.

Three sizes of carts are available for the following monthly rates which include tax and a weekly pickup:


96 gallon 
$11.50

65 gallon
$10.50


35 gallon
$  9.50

These prices are based on the City billing for the service.  TCW will bill if the City prefers at an additional fee of $.25 per month.  Extra garbage will be picked up curbside and charged at a rate of $2.00 per bag.  Stickers for extra garbage would need to be purchased and placed on the extra bag to allow pickup.  Larger items would be accepted with prior arrangements.  A variety of dumpsters are available upon request.  TCW would pay landfill fees charged by Renville County Solid Waste.  Council tabled a decision to allow time for a comparison of existing contracts, policies, and rates.  
Mike Jacoby stated he wanted to correct the statement that he requested a refund for sewer fees.   Jacoby stated he requested “compensation”.   Jacoby feels the City is responsible for charging for 25 years of sewer service when his sewage was not directed to the sewage plant, but going into a storm water system which eventually enters into the river.  Administrator Jaunich stated that prior to 1968, gray water systems were allowed to go to a drainage system.  In the past, many lines have been put in by the private residences and when the rulings changed, these lines became City lines.  Jaunich questioned Jacoby of  who installed his sewer line.  Jacoby did not know.  Ordinance states that sewer lines on the resident’s property are the resident’s responsibility.   The City did incur an expense to correct Jacoby’s sewer problem.   Council Member Bipeds stated that the Minnesota Pollution Agency could possibly have issued a charge for illegal dumping.   Administrator Jaunich questioned Jacoby exactly what he was asking for?  Jacoby answered stating the City needed to recognize that it was wrong to charge for sewer service all these years.  Mayor Heerdt stated there have been similar situations in the past, the City has made corrections, and no compensations have been made.  

Mayor Heerdt turned the meeting over to Mayor Pro-tem Don Olinger.  Jeff Heerdt and Sam Watkins approached the Council on concerns of the alley between Birch Ave & Cedar Ave E between 2nd and 3rd Streets.  Country Wide Lumber is preparing the lot at 240 Birch Ave. E. for their new building.  Watkins stated he understood there were restrictions of the amount of fill allowed.  He estimates 3 ½ feet of fill on the SE corner of the lot.  Watkins feels a drainage system needs to be installed to prevent flooding.  Heerdt stated an existing drain in the alley was plugged since it was connected to the sanitary sewer system.  Plugging this drain has caused water problems.  Schueller stated possibly this tile could be checked to see where it goes and how it could be drained.  Administrator Jaunich stated Jim Eiler will install gutters draining everything to the north and landscaping.  Council Member Olinger stated it appears that this property has been used as a drain for the neighborhood and that with gutters to direct the water to 2nd Street East, the gutters and landscaping should handle the water.   Council decision to review the situation after the building has been completed.  
Mayor Heerdt presiding over the meeting again.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

· NIMS training on September 13th from 6:30 to 10:00 PM.
· Hector Flight Breakfast September 17th.

· Council Meeting and Public Hearing September 18th at 6:00 PM in the Community Center.

· LMNC Regional Meetings.

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

· Newman motioned to adopt Resolution 06-15 which accepts the Airport Grant Agreement.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
· Olinger motioned to adopt Resolution 06-16 which sets the preliminary tax levy at 4%.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

· Carstens stated the sealcoating has been completed: However, the City will be responsible for sweeping.   Due to the condition of the City sweeper, the Council directed Carstens to rent a sweeper or contract the job.  Repairs to the railroad crossing scheduled for next week.  Shannon Duehn has requested a stop sign at Douglas Ave. E. and 3rd Street.  No action taken.  Carstens questioned the status of replacement of the tractor.  No Council response.  Council Member Squibb suggested checking with South Central Grain & Energy on a gas contract.
· Schueller stated a raz pump has been ordered.  The pond at the wastewater plant has been sprayed.  The water treatment plant was taken off line to chlorinate the wells and lines.  The detention tanks were also cleaned.  Hopefully this will reduce the tri-halomehtanes and put us in compliance.  A crack was found in the alley behind 280 Colfax Ave. NE.  Juul Contracting will dig this week so we can find the problem.  The East side of town is scheduled for sewer cleaning this fall.
· Kenney stated he has been preparing equipment for the winter season.  He noted to the Council that a belly blade for the truck purchased from the County would be between $6,000 to $7,000.  

· Chief Fauglid stated fall has brought domestic problems, school has opened, and they have gotten new software for the department.  

· Fire Chief Rodmyre presented the Council with an income and distribution summary of their charitable gambling fund.  Rodmyre stated it is a State law that at least 10% of their funds be donated back to the City.   Council Member Olinger questioned what contribution the department would give toward the new fire truck.  Rodmyre stated as much as they could, but at least the 10%.
· Administrator Jaunich reminded the Council of the primary elections tomorrow and the last day to file for City Offices.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Council discussed membership in Minnesota Association of Small Cities and declined a membership at this time.
NEW BUSINESS
APPROVAL OF PAYABLES

Bipes motioned to accept the payables and  additional payables with the removal of TC & W Railroad until the job has been completed.   Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

CITY ISSUES
Chief Fauglid presented the Council with information of adopting administrative fines.  Administrative fines would be a fine issued in place of a regulated fine and a warning.  Any protest of an administrative fine would go directly to the City Council and not the court system.  The County and State are not in favor of these fines.   The use of administrative fines would require a resolution, a new ordinance, and possibly a public hearing.  Chief Fauglid and Administrator Jaunich will do further research.  
Squibb motioned to issue an order to correct blight issues at 520 Douglas Ave. East.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

Fairway Construction has presented an offer to the City to sell their building for $235,000.  This site is four acres with 6000’ shop space and 1200’ office space.   The Council directed Administrator Jaunich to notify Neil Sing the City is interested in the property, make arrangement to view the site.   The Council requested information on existing square footage of the fire hall and street department buildings.   Administrator Jaunich will inquire on procedures to annex property into the City.  

ADJOURNMENT

Newman motioned to adjourn.  Bipes seconded.  Adjournment time 8:50 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk

