 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING

MAY 11, 2009
CALL TO ORDER – MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM with the pledge of allegiance by Mayor Jeff Heerdt.  Members present: Council Members: Mark Schwiderski, Ralph Bergsma, Gary Bipes.  Council Members absent:  Janet Olson.  Staff present:  Barbara Hoyhtya, Barb Johnson, Harold Carstens, Mike Kenney, Jerome Schueller, Chief Kurt Kozel, Part-time Officer Charlie Roemhild. Citizens present: Cory Klabunde, Mike Jacoby, Jason Lange, Marlys Hagstrom, Penny Macik, Charles Gentry, Wayne Rahl.  Others in attendance:  David Palm.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Bipes motioned to approve the agenda with the addition 11B-Parks Department.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Schwiderski motioned to approve the minutes of the April 15th Regular Council Meeting with the attached addition from Council Member Bipes stating a clarification of his contact with the Mayor of Buffalo Lake. Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
PUBLIC HEARINGS

(None)
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

Wayne Rahl, 331 Ash Ave. W., addressed the Council regarding his water/sewer billing.  He had been remodeling his house and the pipes froze and broke.  His basement filled with water resulting in a usage of 243,700 gallons.  His basement does not have a drain; therefore, the water was pumped out of the basement onto the lawn.    Mr. Rahl stated he expected to pay for the water and his insurance would cover that portion, but requested credit on the sewer rates.  Bipes motioned to issue a sewer credit of $1454.90 and credit late fees since this matter could not come before the Council until after the payment due date.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Rodney Girodat, 110 Colfax Ave NE, could not attend the meeting; however, also requested a credit on sewer fees.  They had an outside hose (verified by Harold Carstens) that was leaking and used 17,400 gallons.  Normal usage is 8,733 gallons.  Schwiderski motioned to issue a sewer credit in the amount of $52.39.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
David Palm, Bolton & Menk Engineering, reviewed the cities proposed CIP plan with an emphasis on infrastructure improvements.  Palm reviewed a map which included surface construction, sanitary improvements, water improvements, watermain loop improvements, and storm sewer improvements.   A preliminary funding analysis worksheet was presented to the Council and stated that applications have been submitted to Minnesota Department of Health (MDH), Minnesota Public Facilities Authority (PFA), Untied States Department of Agriculture – Rural Development (USDA) and Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) which completes stage 1.  The next step will be waiting to see what funding Hector would qualify for.   At that time a decision could be made to accept funding and how much of the project can be done.  
Palm then reviewed the punch list of remaining work on the downtown sidewalk and lighting improvements.  

Harold Carstens stated that Xcel Energy, Frontier Communications, and Media -Com, need to repair areas in Sampson’s Addition where they installed lights.  Schwiderski suggested Administrator Hoyhtya submit a letter to Xcel to restore the area.  

Jason Lange stated that the new sidewalks have increased use of bikes, scooters, and electric scooters on Main Street.  He feels that an accident will happen resulting in a business being sued and then the City sued.  Chief Kozel stated the Police Department will be doing day shifts from time to time to correct this situation.  
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTIONS:
Schwiderski motioned to adopt Resolution 09-17 which accepts $344.00 donation from Joyce Olinger for the swimming pool.  Bergsma seconded.   Motion carried.  
  

CITY OF HECTOR

ACCEPTING DONATIONS

RESOLUTION 09-17

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS AND DESIGNATING THEIR USE

WHEREAS, any city may accept a gift or inheritance of money, goods or property from anyone, accept gifts for religious or sectarian uses or gifts that are religious in nature; and

WHEREAS, the City of Hector has received a donation from Joyce Olinger for $344.00, to the City of Hector.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hector, that the City accepts the donations in full and designate the funds for the following purposes in the following funds:

1) City of Hector to be used for the swimming pool

Adopted by the Council this 11th day of May, 2009.









______________________________









Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

AMBULANCE & FIRE
Administrator Hoyhtya suggested a background check be done on new personnel for the fire and ambulance crews.  Other cities do a simple civilian background check which includes a criminal background, drivers license check, fingerprint and run through the BCA, and possibly a drug screen.  The cost of a pre-employment physical is $74.00, a drug screen is $79.00, and our local police department could do the background check.  At this time the only check being done is an agility test for the fire department which they execute.  Bergsma motioned for Administrator Hoyhtya to prepare a policy addressing the issue.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Administrator Hoyhtya suggested a letter be sent the employers of fire and ambulance members thanking them for allowing their employees to answer calls signed by the whole council.  Bergsma motioned to send a letter.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Chief Kozel reviewed his monthly report.  Mayor Heerdt thanked Officer Koford, the Police Department, and all Departments for their assistance with the mock accident at school.  Chief Kozel introduced Charlie Roemhild, Part-time officer, helping the department while Officer Koford is on deployment.  
Chief Kozel stated the Renville County Sheriff’s Department will be doing compliance checks to enforce liquor sales laws.  

STREET DEPARTMENT
Harold Carstens stated he has contacted contractors for quotes on curb replacements and street patching.  Not all quotes have been received.  Carstens thanked Adrian Schiebel and Mike Kenney for spring clean-up.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated that Jerome Schueller also helped with spring clean-up.  Carstens has helped Jerome Schueller with sewer cleaning and sludge hauling.  
Council directed Administrator Hoyhtya to requests bids for the used light poles.

WATER/WASTEWATER DEPARTMENT

Jerome Schueller reviewed his monthly report.  Council Member Schwiderski asked Schueller to explain the Consumer Confidence Report, which was mailed with the May water/sewer billing.  The purpose of this report is to advance consumers’ understanding of drinking water and heighten awareness of the need to protect precious water resources.  
PARKS DEPARTMENT
Mike Kenney stated that mowing has started.  He intends to spray the cemetery and parks for weeds, weather permitting in the next couple weeks.  The Main Street Park had vandalism to the shelter roof and all the shingles will need to be replaced.  A meeting will to be scheduled for the swimming pool committee for the 2009 season.  
Council Member Schwiderski questioned community service guidelines.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated the League of Minnesota Cities suggested ages 12 to 14 not be used since it puts the City in a liability situation and they need direct supervision.  Chief Kozel stated that he checked with the County Attorney and was told we could work community service through the court system.  Jerome Schueller stated that this has not worked in the past.  They don’t come when scheduled, don’t complete the work, and time is wasted supervising them.

Mayor Heerdt stated that Mike Kenney is in charge of keeping track of all parts for equipment.  Council Member Schwiderski stated Kenney should order all parts.
ADMINISTRATION

The Renville County Assessor sent a list of location and times for Local Board Training Sessions.  If we do not have a trained member, the duties will automatically transfer to the County Board of Appeal and Equalization and the meeting will become an open book format.  This is a four year term.  Council Member Bipes will attend the meeting in Willmar on August 12, 2009.

Schwiderski motioned to appoint Mike Jacoby and Cory Klabunde to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Wes and Barbara Hoyhtya have donated a flag to be placed by the Welcome to Hector sign.  Mike Kenney will check to make sure the light is working at that location.  Thank you Wes and Barbara.  This could be a new program, when a new flag is needed someone would donate one. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
PAYABLES

Schwiderski motioned to approve the payables and additional payables in the amount of $44,923.75.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
The Council reviewed the monthly financial statements.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Steve’s Sanitation had a few residents take advantage of the trash and debris clean-up on May 9th and he also picked up items before hand as he received calls.  Penny Macik questioned why the County can not come to Hector for the County clean-up.  Mayor Heerdt stated he would check with the County.  Council Member Schwiderski questioned how we will handle the blight issues.  Chief Kozel stated the police will use one or two shifts and canvass the entire city taking pictures of blight areas.  A list has already been started.  After the pictures are taken, a letter will be drafter to the offenders and they will be given ten (10) days to correct the blight and if there is no correction, they will be cited and the citation goes through the court system.  Penny Macik stated the unfortunate thing is that the time frame doesn’t work – the blight drags on and on.  
Upcoming Meetings:  
· May 14th – Buffalo Lake Hector meeting
· May 21st – Hector EDA

· May 26th – Council Meeting if necessary

ADJOURNMENT

Schwiderski motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Bipes seconded.  Adjournment time 8:25 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk





     _______________________________


                                                                 Jeff Heerdt, Mayor
