 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING

APRIL 15, 2009
CALL TO ORDER – MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM with the pledge of allegiance by Mayor Jeff Heerdt.  Members present: Council Members: Mark Schwiderski, Janet Olson, Ralph Bergsma.  Council Members absent:  Gary Bipes.  Staff present:  Barbara Hoyhtya, Barb Johnson, Harold Carstens, Jerome Schueller, Chief Kurt Kozel. Citizens present: Cory Klabunde, Mike Jacoby, Henry Berghorst, Jason Lange, Lowell Grimm, Marlys Hagstrom.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Bergsma motioned to approve the agenda with the addition 10B-Part-time Police Officers, 10C-Part-time Police Officer wages, and the omission of 6A.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Olson motioned to accept the minutes of the March 9th Regular Council Meeting, the March 16th Special Council Meeting, the March 30th Special Council Meeting, and the April 7th Board of Appeals Meeting.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
PUBLIC HEARINGS

(None)
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

(None)
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTIONS:
Schwiderski motioned to adopt Resolution 09-15 which accepts $1,000 from Jeff Stamer Farms to the Fire Department for street lights at the fire/ambulance street entrance.  Bergsma seconded.  Olson abstained.  Motion carried.  
CITY OF HECTOR

ACCEPTING DONATIONS

RESOLUTION 09-15

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS AND DESIGNATING THEIR USE

WHEREAS, any city may accept a gift or inheritance of money, goods or property from anyone, accept gifts for religious or sectarian uses or gifts that are religious in nature; and

WHEREAS, the City of Hector has received a donation from Jeff Stamer Farms for $1000.00, to the Fire Department.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hector, that the City accepts the donations in full and designate the funds for the following purposes in the following funds:

1) City of Hector Fire Department donation to be used for street lights at the fire/Ambulance street entrance.

Adopted by the Council this 13th day of April , 2009.









______________________________









Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

AIRPORT
Dave Nelson, Chairman of the Hector Airport Advisory Committee, submitted a letter requesting issues or concerns regarding the airport to be directed to Ed Newberg since he has the contract for mowing, snow blowing, and generally oversees the airport.  
AMBULANCE
The recent ambulance fund raiser had a net profit of $1,016.91.  They have a total of $2,146.91 in donations and fund raisers.  They have a request to purchase cover uniforms from Karen Jakobitz using these funds.  Schwiderski motioned to grant the request.  Bergsma seconded.  Olson abstained.  Motion carried unanimously.
POLICE DEPARTMENT

The Council reviewed the monthly police report.  Council Member Schwiderski requested a breakdown of the miscellaneous public assists.  Chief Kozel stated he is working on the program which will show a breakdown.  Until the program is updated, he will give a narrative detail of the miscellaneous public assists and this will be on the next report.  Council Member Schwiderski also requested a breakdown of who issued the tickets.  Chief Kozel stated he would also include that information.  
Council Members Bergsma and Olson interviewed three applicants for the full time position which would fill in for Officer Koford while he is deployed.  Due to the fact that the city has to continue to pay Officer Koford’s benefits the personnel committee suggested the hours be filled with part-time officers.  Cory Klabunde questioned how many applicants applied.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated seven were received; however, only 5 qualified.   Bergsma and Olson suggested that Joe Hastings and Charlie Roemhild be hired as part-time officers.  Joe Hastings will require a background check and a psychological evaluation.  April 19th will be Officer Koford’s last working day.  Bergsma motioned to hire Charlie Roemhild as a part-time officer pending a psychological evaluation and proof of enrollment in a First Responders Course.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

The Council reviewed wages for part-time police officers.  Our current rate is $12.00/per hour.  Rates for the following towns are:  Renville - $16.00, Danube - $12.50 Buffalo Lake - $13.50, Bird Island - $12.50, Olivia - $14.95, Fairfax - $14.50.  Chief Kozel stated that officers are not interested in working here since they are paid better from other cities.  Mike Jacoby stated we should at least be competitive with Buffalo Lake.  Olson motioned to increase officer part-time wages from $12.00/hr to $13.50/hr.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
STREET DEPARTMENT
Carstens stated they have been removing snow, snow fence, and installed brackets for flags on the new street poles.  He has met with companies on street patching, sealcoating, and crack filling.  Available funds will determine what will be done with street maintenance.  A meeting was held with Bolton & Menk to establish priority projects.  Cold mix was put on Bryant Street; however, this street is badly in need of repair and would possibly be better if the tar was removed and established a gravel base.  Carstens has been assisting Schueller with sewer jetting and cleaning of the detention tanks at the sewer plant.  Mayor Heerdt requested the alley between Main Street and 2nd Street E. be graded.  Jason Lange questioned if the street sweeper would do Main Street due to the amount of gravel near the curbs.  This will be done early Friday morning.  
WATER/WASTEWATER DEPARTMENT

Jerome Schueller reviewed his monthly report.  He has been jetting the West end of town and should complete this week.  It would appear that there is a problem with roots at 6th and 7th Street W. which may require a root cutter.    Adrian Schiebel has been painting at the wastewater plant.  Weather permitting; biosolids will be hauled next week.  
ADMINISTRATION

A letter was received from Nicole Krippner concerning the grain elevator expansion.  Ms. Krippner felt she was not heard at the public hearing and the Council already had their mind made on the project prior to the meeting.  She has a concern regarding traffic and children in the area.  Henry Berghorst stated that the truck traffic travels fast and does not obey the yield signs which are posted.  Cory Klabunde suggested stop sign be replaced for the yield sign.  Council Member Schwiderski stated that if the yield sign is not enforced, a stop sign would also not be enforced.   Administrator Hoyhtya replied to Ms. Krippner thanking her for her concerns and that she has requested the Police Department to do a traffic study.   Chief Kozel stated they have spent 3 to 5 hours there, but it is obvious they need to spend more time.   Council Member Olson wanted it noted that she had not made any decision prior to the meeting.  
Administrator Hoyhtya requested direction from the Council regarding obtaining more information on property tax abatements.  Council directed her to do so.

The Other Place has expressed an interest in purchasing part of the old fire hall from the small door back to the meeting room and the meeting room to make a separate dining area.  It does not appear that we are using this area.  Carstens stated that the electrical system is a mess there, but there would be room for parking of the equipment without the space The Other Place would like to purchase.  Council Member Olson stated we would need to know the cost for electrical changes.  Council Member Schwiderski questioned any policies on selling public property.  Administrator Hoyhtya will get information for the possible purchase.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
PAYABLES

Schwiderski motioned to approve the payables and additional payables with the exception of Valley Natural Gases after approval of Council Member Olson in the amount of $86,865.74.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

The Council reviewed the monthly financial statements.

Council Members Olson and Schwiderski met with Buffalo Lake regarding sharing of equipment and personnel.  Another meeting has been scheduled for May 14th.   Council Member Schwiderski stated that it was brought to his attention the Council Member Bipes undermined the committee of Council Members Olson and Schwiderski by contacting the Mayor of Buffalo Lake and Buffalo Lake Council Member Kadelbach to schedule a meeting with them and him.  Council Member Kadelbach refused.  The Mayor of Buffalo Lake met with Carstens and Schueller.  Schueller reported this unscheduled meeting to Administrator Hoyhtya.
Mayor Heerdt stated he would like to see street patching done.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated prior to expenditures, we should wait to see if more LGA cuts are coming.  Carstens stated he would like to see crack filling on the new streets and some storm sewers need repairs.  Council Member Schwiderski stated a dollar amount needs to be put on projects prior to any work being done.  

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Upcoming Meetings:  
· April 16th, Open House for Karl Koford
· April 23rd, EDA meeting.

· April 29th, Employee meeting

· May 4-9th, City wide clean-up week

· May 11th, City Council meeting

· May 26th, City Council meeting, if needed
On May 9th, from 9:00AM until noon, Steve’s Sanitation will take trash and debris for a fee at the street department.  This will give the citizens an opportunity to correct blight situations.  After this clean-up date blight issues will be addressed.  Council Member Bergsma stated blight issues need to be addressed with the trailer park.  Jason Lange stated unlicensed cars need to be addressed.  Administrator Hoyhtya will look into a city ordinance regarding blight issues and policies.

Administrator Hoyhtya stated a census count committee should be established.  Everyone needs to be counted for the April 1, 2010, census.  If our population drops, we possibly may lose a representative in Congress and also funding.  Hopefully we can get volunteers to assist. 

FYI:

A letter was received from the Federal Emergency Management Agency stating that it has been determined that no special flood hazard area exists at this time within the corporate limits of our community.  
ADJOURNMENT

Schwiderski motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Bergsma seconded.  Adjournment time 8:23 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk





     _______________________________


                                                                 Jeff Heerdt, Mayor
