 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

MARCH 20, 2006
CALL TO ORDER
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order on March 20, 2006.  Members present:  Mayor: Jeff Heerdt, Council Members: Don Olinger, Gary Bipes, Steve Squibb, Roger Newman.  Staff present:  Matt Jaunich, Barb Johnson, Harold Carstens, Jerome Schueller, Mike Kenney, Tony Fauglid.   Citizens in attendance: Jason Lange, Dennis and Penny Macik, Kelly Squibb.  Mayor Heerdt called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Newman motioned to approve the agenda.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Bipes motioned to approve the minutes of the February 13th Regular Council Meeting and the February 27th Special Meeting.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

Kelly Squibb, Security Insurance Agency Inc., presented the Council with a quote for insurance on the city owned hangars at the airport.  Kelly reviewed the valuation on the hangars and presented the following annual bid options:

Basic with a $2,500 deductible $1,297

Basic with a $5,000 deductible $1,184


Broad with a $2,500 deductible $1,346


Broad with a $5,000 deductible $1,225


Special with a $2,500 deductible $1536


Special with a $5,000 deductible $1,389

This coverage represents only coverage on the hangars – no liability insurance.  Olinger motioned to discontinue insurance coverage on the hangars with the League of Minnesota Cities and insure the hangars with Security Insurance Agency Inc. with a $2,500 deductible under the special coverage at an annual cost of $1536.   Bipes seconded.  Squibb abstained.  Motion carried. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS
City Board of Appeals and Equalization hearing set for April 4th from 6:00 – 6:30 PM in the Community Center.
Jerome Schueller received a Certificate of Commendations for outstanding operations, maintenance, and management of the wastewater treatment facility.  

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
None
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

DEPARTMENT SUPERVISOR REPORTS

· Harold stated he had attended the Rural Water Conference.  The truck purchased from Renville County was used for snow plowing last week.  The newly purchased payloader and truck are working great.  Bryant Ave is in poor condition and needs attention.  Also, there is a sink hole on Birch Ave. E. in front of the Legion which we need to find out what is causing the problem.  
· Mayor Heerdt congratulated Jerome on the award for the wastewater plant.  Jerome stated he has approval for ten acres of land from Jim Wolf for sludge approval.  Jerome is working with Eugene Kramer for additional acreage.  Jerome is getting quotes on a pump for the wastewater plant.  The existing pump is going bad and continues to plug up.  A problem with backwash valves caused rusty water.  There is an elevated trihalomethane level in the water.  Jerome is working with the Department of Health to explore alternatives to reduce this level to meet pollution control standards.  We have a sewer back-up problem on DuPont Ave. which will require repair in the street.  
· Mike is working on the street sweeper and lawn mower to ready them for the spring/summer season.  Mike requested the Council to consider a heated storage shed for the jetter truck.  The truck is used in the winter season which causes it to ice up, which in turn causes maintenance problems.  The sludge wagon storage building at the wastewater plant could be a site.  
· Chief Fauglid has been working with the school regarding terrorist threats.   The school has requested working together with the Police Department on a Community Ed class on computer crime.  Chief Fauglid is looking for part-time officers since our existing officers have found full-time positions.
· Administrator Jaunich stated Curt Sampson has agreed to sell the proposed Sampson Addition to the city.  Details of the transaction need to be worked out.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(none)

NEW BUSINESS

APPROVAL OF PAYABLES

Olinger motioned to approve the payables, additional payables, and $254.06 to Jerome Schueller for travel expenses, $36,481 to the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance trust for city insurance, and $300.00 to A & S Training for the Police Department.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

CITY ISSUES
Olinger motioned to grant the following liquor licenses:
· Hector Legion, Sunday Liquor & Club

· High Point, Sunday Liquor, On Sale, Off Sale

· The Other Place, On Sale and Off Sale

Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously
Bipes motioned to adopt a vehicle acquisition, use and replacement policy.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Newman motioned to purchase ten (10) garbage cans from Hector Tile Company for Main Street.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Bipes motioned to place the following vehicles for sale on bids to be opened at the April 10th Council Meeting:

· 90 Ford Taurus

· 92 Plymouth Acclaim

· 84 Ford LTD

· 98 Police Interceptor

· 80  Ford LN 800 plow truck

Olinger seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC WORKS ISSUES
Dennis and Penny Macik, owners of Paintin’ Place, requested the Council to consider blacktop on the alley between Main Street and 2nd Street East south of Elm Avenue.  This alley is the only entrance to their business and has heavy traffic.  Dennis stated the City has added gravel and 
graded the alley many times and it does not help.  Harold Carstens stated gravel was just added before this past snowfall and a catch basin was unplugged.  The condition of the alley is no better.  Administrator Jaunich stated the assessment policy would be in effect with blacktop.  The only parcel on this alley with front footage is Paintin’ Place.  All others would carry side lot assessments.  Basing costs from the patch on the alley behind the Bank, Jaunich gave a rough estimate of $108,000.  Council Member Olinger questioned Macik if the alley was re-done with gravel – would it suffice?  Macik stated he did not think it would help.  Jason Lange stated the alley between Main Street East and 2nd Street East between Birch Avenue East and Cedar Avenue East is in just as poor condition.  Bipes motioned to request an engineering report on the costs to upgrade both alleys.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Harold Carstens contacted Morris Sealcoating and they stated they plan on re-sealcoating the streets with the unsatisfactory job.  Mayor Heerdt and Council Member Olinger will present a proposal of streets which they feel require sealcoating.    Mike Kenney stated he felt sealcoating would help Bryant Avenue.  
The railroad proposed to repair the 3rd Street East crossing at a cost of $22,679.71 to the City which is for materials.  They will provide the labor.  Bipes motioned to have the repairs made with expenses coming from the capital improvement funds.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.   Council Member Squibb will contact the railroad to see if the material repair costs can be negotiated since originally, there was to be no cost.  

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Council was in agreement to publish Council meeting information in the News*Mirror if there was no fee incurred.  
Meeting was closed at 8:33 PM to discuss pending litigation against the City. 

Meeting opened at 8:47 PM.

ADJOURNMENT

Newman motioned to adjourn.  Olinger seconded.  Adjournment time 8:47 PM

                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk

