 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

FEBRUARY 12, 2007
CALL TO ORDER
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM on February 12, 2007, by Mayor Heerdt with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt, Council Members:  Gary Bipes, Roger Newman.  Members absent:  Steve Squibb and Mark Schwiderski.  Staff present:  Matt Jaunich, Barb Johnson, Harold Carstens, Mike Kenney, Jerome Schueller, Tony Fauglid.   Citizens in attendance:  Jason Lange, Steve Caulkins, Penny Macik.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Newman motioned to approve the agenda.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Bipes motioned to approve the minutes of the January 8, 2007, with an addition to the airport mowing and snow removal contract with Ed Newberg to state Council Member Bipes did not comment nor participate in the discussion.  Roger seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING

(None)
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL
Dick Asleson, of Northland Securities, reviewed the financing summary for revenue bonds for the purchase of the Fairway Construction building for a fire hall.  Asleson explained due to Minnesota State laws, the bonding would go through as a lease to the EDA even though the EDA is funded by the City.  The EDA would own the building until the bond is paid and then the building would go to the City.  Currently interest rate is 4.5%, but at finalization of the bond, interest may be at 4.4%.  The bond total is $225,000 and will end February 1, 2023.  Payment of the bond and bond interest will be in the format of a check from the City to the EDA and the EDA will make the bond payment.  Newman motioned to adopt Resolution 07-05 which approves the lease agreement with the EDA and grants approval of the bonds.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  The EDA will meet Thursday, February 15, 2007 to review the bond and the resolution.  Council Member Schwiderski submitted a statement that there are advantages applying for bonding and grant funds if the City has a long and short range detailed capital expenditure plan, detailed features and benefits and proactive development plans.  Schwiderski feels the development of this plan should be top priority for the Council.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS

- Tealwood Management will be at the EDA meeting on Thursday, February 17th at 7:30AM.

- Registration for the League of MN Cities annual conference begins February 12th.  

- Fairway Construction auction is February 20th.

- Equalization hearing will be held at 6:00PM on April 16th.

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
· Bipes motioned to adopt Resolution 07-06 which adopts the assessment roll for Sampson’s 3rd addition with an interest rate of 6% extending over a period of ten (10) years.  Roger seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.   Council Member Schwiderski submitted a written statement stating the City needs to adopt specific construction codes, ordinances and/or guidelines before any properties are advertised or sold from the new addition.  
· Bipes motioned to adopt Resolution 07-07 which accepts the following donations:
$2,300 from the Fire Department to be placed in the general fund to cover costs for a new nozzle for the fire truck.

$870 from Land O’ Lakes to be placed in the general fund for general fire department expenditures.

$20 from Lund’s Repair to be placed in the general fund for general city expenditures.

$1,000 from Wal-Mart foundation to be placed in the swimming pool fund for general expenditures.

Council Member Schwiderski submitted a statement stating the process that donations    are sought after needs to be addressed.   Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
· Newman motioned to increase the base rate for ambulance runs from $350 to $400 and the mileage rate from $6.00 per mile to $12.00 per mile effective immediately.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
· The League of Minnesota Cities requested a resolution be passed requesting road and transit funding.  Council Member Schwiderski submitted a statement requesting this issue be tabled.  After Council discussion, Newman motioned to deny passing a resolution.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

· Carstens stated January was a slow month.  He has been trimming trees and they have helped Jerome at the water plant with painting.

· Schueller reviewed his monthly report.  Maintenance has been done on equipment at the water and waste water plants.  Jerome will contact Kevin Fluhrer regarding waste products going into the sewer system from the Meat Market on Main Street.  A curb stand was broke in the alley on the west side of the school causing a water leak.  A bacteria water sample was missed in December and this information will be published in the newspaper as required by the State.  

· Kenney stated he has been servicing equipment.  The new tractor purchased has 25 hours now and is working great.

· Chief Fauglid stated January was an average month.  He is working on a field training manual for part-time officers.

· Administrator Jaunich stated there is a bill on administrative fines in the legislature.  It appears that allowing or disallowing these fines will be a close vote.  The furnace was replaced at City Hall.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Administrator Jaunich submitted a proposed sale price for lots in Sampson’s 3rd addition.  Proposal as follows:


Lot 2, Block 1

$17,700



Lot 3, Block 1

$17,700




Lot 4, Block 1

$17,700



Lot 5, Block 1

$17,700



Lot 1, Block 2

$22,300



Lot 2, Block 2

$18,000



Lot 3, Block 2

$18,600


Lot 4, Block 2

$18,150


Lot 5, Block 2

$18,100



Lot 7, Block 2

$18,000



Lot 8, Block 2

$22,200

Council discussed the possibility of passing an ordinance restricting the type of homes that can be built or putting restrictions in the purchase agreement.   Council Member Schwiderski submitted a statement that some type of restriction is needed.  Council requested Administrator Jaunich to draft a purchase agreement that would address restrictions on the type of home.  Advertisement on the sale of lots tabled for discussion with a full Council and a decision on restrictions.  Newman motioned to accept the proposed rates on Sampson’s 3rd addition.  Bipes seconded Motion carried unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS
APPROVAL OF PAYABLES
Bipes motioned to approve the payables and additional payables and $200 to Mn Dept of Public Safety for chemical storage fees and $125 to MacQueen Equipment for sweeper and sewer jetter training.  Newman seconded.  Motioned carried unanimously. 
The street, parks, water and waste water departments looked at equipment that will be on the auction bill at Fairway Construction.  They found a parts washer, an A-frame hoist, chains and jack stands that were of interest.   Council Member Schwiderski submitted a statement questioning if the items were in proper working order, and did they meet safety standards.  Newman motioned to authorize $1100 to purchase equipment.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

CITY ISSUES
The fax/copier at the City office is breaking down on a regular basis.  Administrator Jaunich has quotes for a replacement that would include a scanner.  This was a budget item.  Bipes motioned to purchase the fax/copier.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried.
Bipes motioned to continue the antenna lease with the Renville County Sheriff at the existing rate.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Council reviewed an agreement with CenterPoint Energy for Sampson’s 3rd addition.  Council Member Schwiderski submitted a statement questioning if we could approach them for a development grant.   Council Member Newman questioned a statement in the agreement that might require the property owner to use natural gas for heat, water heaters, etc.  Newman motioned to approve the agreement providing it would allow the property owner to use other services.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT ISSUES

Jason Lange, 1st Assistant Fire Chief, requested the Council to increase the Fire Department roster from 27 to 30.  They have several applicants they would like to approve, but in doing so it would extend over their roster limit.  Bipes motioned to approve extending the roster to 30.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Council discussed selling of the doors on the Fairway building at their auction.  Council decision to sell the doors when they are replaced.  

POLICE DEPARTMENT ISSUES

Chief Fauglid stated that part-time officers are requesting reimbursement for on-call pay.  Our full-time officers do receive on-call pay.  Council Member Schwiderski submitted a statement that on-call pay should be implemented for part-time officers.  Council requested Chief Fauglid to submit a cost projection for consideration in the 2008 budget.
Council discussed a policy on eating out of town (specifically in Buffalo Lake) possibly allowing forty five minutes only for eating.  Council Member Bipes stated we have a working relationship with Buffalo Lake.  Council Member Schwiderski submitted a statement that law enforcement vehicles have distinctive markings and are noticed and also used as crime deterrents.  He suggested patronizing our own eating establishments, packing a lunch or going home keeping exposure in the City of Hector.  Bipes motioned to table the issue.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Chief Fauglid requested clarification on ticketing/towing policy on snow emergency.   Ordinance states no vehicle shall be parked on the street until the street is plowed from curb to curb and no motor vehicle shall be parked for more than 72 consecutive hours.  However, depending when the snow comes and ends determines when the snow emergency would go into effect.  If it is during the day, it creates a problem for business owners and parking at the school.   Council stated that no ticketing/towing will be done during the day and a new ordinance will be looked into during summer workshops.  
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Administrator Jaunich will schedule a meeting to discuss procedures and City policies.

ADJOURNMENT

Newman motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Bipes seconded.  Adjournment time 8:32 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk

