 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING

JUNE 8, 2009
CALL TO ORDER – MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM with the pledge of allegiance by Mayor Jeff Heerdt.  Members present: Council Members: Mark Schwiderski, Gary Bipes, Ralph Bergsma, Janet Olson.  Staff present:  Barbara Hoyhtya, Barb Johnson, Harold Carstens, Mike Kenney, Jerome Schueller, Chief Kurt Kozel, Part-time Officer Charlie Roemhild. Citizens present: Cory Klabunde, Jason Lange, Charles Gentry, Greg Krueger, Sheila Krueger, Allan Kirgiss, Gail Evenson, Dave Kahl, Lowell Grimm, Alice Wiggert, Loyd Wiggert, Lynnette Clark, Dr. Clark, Sheryl Reuber, Joyce Carstens.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Schwiderski motioned to approve the agenda with the additions of 6C – Council Member Schwiderski’s comments, 6D – Lynnette Clark 11B, and meeting with Buffalo Lake under miscellaneous business.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Bergsma motioned to approve the minutes of the May 11th Regular Council Meeting. Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
PUBLIC HEARINGS

(None)
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

Dave Kahl addressed the Council regarding moving the fire hydrant located on his property on 3rd Street E.  The hydrant location is not very ideal since it poses a potential hazard when Mr. Kahl enters or exits his building.  The hydrant has been hit in the past and fortunately did not cause a problem.  The guard post were taken down by Mr. Kahl because they made the situation worse.  Options to change and/or correct the situation are:
· Leave the hydrant where it is since it has been there for many years.

· Relocate the hydrant to the west and place it along the edge of the building.

· Relocate the hydrant to the north across the street into the boulevard of Greg Kreuger’s lot.

· Relocate to the east side of the street.

Relocating the hydrant to the east is not feasible since the line would go over the storm sewer and collection systems and require digging up the street.   Moving the hydrant to the west side of the building would require a different hydrant with an approximate cost of $1,645.00.  Mr. Kahl would do the digging, but a licensed contractor would have to do the work as far as putting in the pipe and hooking up the hydrant and he would pay those expenses.  Mr. Kahl does not feel he should be responsible for payment of a new hydrant.  Bids have been received, but do not include curb or asphalt.  Greg Krueger questioned if the existing hydrant could be used somewhere else; therefore eliminating the cost of a new hydrant to Mr. Kahl and billing the difference in the cost between the old and new hydrant.  Jerome Schueller stated it could be used, but was not of much value since it was an old hydrant and probably would not be used again.  Schueller stated if the hydrant was placed on the Krueger Boulevard, future plans would be to remove the hydrant in the middle of the street in front of 530 3rd Street E. and extend the line through the property at 260 Elm Ave. E. which would allow for flushing water lines to eliminate a dead end line.  Mr. Kahl stated he felt if the hydrant was moved close to his building, it would cause problems with a potential future buyer.  Jason Lange stated that a hydrant close to the building was not of much value.  Council Member Bipes questioned why would there be an issue of a hydrant placed on the boulevard since the boulevards are city property.  Council Member Bergsma questioned if the hydrant could be totally removed.  Schueller stated a hydrant was needed in that area.  Council Member Schwiderski requested Administrator Hoyhtya to research the legalities of the placement of hydrants.  Issue tabled.  
Lynette Clark approached the Council stating she would mow the city owned lot at 922 Birch Ave W. in return for parking their camper on the lot.  They would access the lot using the driveway of the property owner at 920 Birch Ave. W.  They would mow the lot at no charge during the months of July and August.  The camper would be parked and not used.  Bipes motioned to accept the offer from Clark with the restriction that if a citizen complains, the camper would need to be removed.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Administrator Hoyhtya stated that Dr. Clark stated they would like to mow the swimming pool at no charge during the summer as a donation.  The Council thanked them for her donation.  

Council Member Schwiderski requested a letter be sent to Ralph Larson Chevrolet with congratulations on the announcement that their dealership will stay in business.   This is good news for Hector since it means that jobs will not be lost.  Schwiderski suggested a program be initiated to recognize business, persons, or organizations for their accomplishments.  Council Member Schwiderski would like to be on a committee for this program.  
Mayor Heerdt stated his 9th grade class toured Loftness Manufacturing and Suttle.  Both of these companies have investments in our community.  

The Hector airport was host to a certification class for ten to fifteen aerial applicators.  Council Member Bipes stated that improvements to our airport can attract new business for our community.  

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTIONS:
Bipes motioned to adopt Resolution 09-18 which delegates authority for paying claims.  Olson seconded.   Motion carried.  
  

CITY OF HECTOR

DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY FOR PAYING CLAIMS

RESOLUTION 09-18

A RESOLUTION DELEGATING AUTHORITY FOR PAYING CLAIMS 

PRESENTED TO THE CITY OF HECTOR

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 412.271 Subd. 7 and Subd. 8 authorizes the City to delegate authority to pay certain claims against the City by the City Administrative Official: and

WHEREAS, the City Administrator is the City Administrative Official;

WHEREAS, the City of Hector desires to authorize the City Administrative Official to pay all claims that the City Official deems just and correct and valid;

WHEREAS, all checks drawn for payment of claims must be signed by the City Administrator and the Mayor;

WHEREAS, the City Administrative Official will present to the City Council at the first council meeting after payment of claims a list of the claims paid and an explanation of the payment. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hector, that the City Administrator of the City of Hector is authorized to pay all claims presented to the City if in the City Official’s discretion the claim is just, correct and valid.

Adopted by the Council this 8th day of June, 2009.









______________________________









Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator

The Council reviewed the civil defense plan.  Council Member Olson suggested scheduling a mock disaster plan.  Administrator Hoyhtya said that the Emergency Management Director should be scheduling a mock drill every year which can be an actual drill or a mock drill on paper.  Olson motioned to approve Resolution 09-19 which approves the Civil Defense Plan.  Bergsma seconded. Motion carried unanimously.  
CITY OF HECTOR

CIVIL DEFENSE PLAN

RESOLUTION 09-19

A RESOLUTION CREATING A CIVIL DEFENSE PLAN

WHEREAS, the purpose of this plan is to ensure that in the event of any type of disaster, the city         facilities, equipment and manpower will be used in a coordinated, effective way, so as to maximize

 the protection of life and property in our community, and;

WHEREAS, the Minnesota State Statute 12 and in accordance with City Ordinance Chapter 34 is the legal basis for the plan, and;

WHEREAS, the Hector City Council has mandated that the National Incident Management System be utilized for all incident management in the city and hereby adopts the Renville County Emergency Operations Plan in conjunction with the city plan, and; 

WHEREAS, the City Council appoints the Police Chief as Civil Defense Director for the City of Hector, and;

WHEREAS, the city personnel will perform emergency activities related to those they perform on a day-to-day basis.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hector, that the Civil Defense Plan be put into place effective the signing of this document.

Adopted by the Council this 8th day of June, 2009.









______________________________









Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
The Planning & Zoning Commission met and discussed the conditional use permit for Loyd Wiggert, 300 6th Street W., to build a steel two car garage.  The Commission recommended issuing the permit.  Bipes motioned to grant Mr. Wiggert the conditional use permit.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Curt Sampson has requested to rezone the parcel at 201 6th Street E. to agriculture to allow horses.  Council granted permission to start the process to rezone the parcel.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Fire Department has received a grant in the amount of $2441.65 for pagers.   A grant has been submitted for $2500 for spotlights for helicopters and miner type lights.  
Mark motioned to approve the election of Fire Department Officers as follows:


- Fire Chief

Charlie Mathiowetz


- 1st Assistant

Jason Lange


- 2nd Assistant

Todd Kramer


- Training Officer
Steve Gee


- Secretary

Steve Schultz


- Grievance Committee    Steve Squibb, Todd Kramer, Dane Macik


- Safety Officer
Greg Krueger

Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Chief Kozel reviewed his monthly report.  Council Member Schwiderski questioned what the blight reports consisted of.  Chief Kozel stated lawns not mowed, debris, piles of junk, vehicles with expired plates.  Blight was observed from the street since the police are not allowed to go on the property.  Schwiderski questioned when the blight reports were submitted since the Clean up Days were over May 9, 2009.  The completed blight reports were submitted to the office on June 10, 2009 one month later.  Schwiderski also stated a citizen complimented the department on issuing a speeding ticket on the north side of Hector.  
STREET DEPARTMENT

Harold Carstens stated new signs have been posted at the compost site.  Dust control has been done.  Manholes have been reviewed to see if they need to be lowered to eliminate problems with snow plowing.  Pot holes will be patched when the crews come for patching streets.  The following quotes have been received for curb and gutter replacement, patching, and crack filling.

- Curb & Gutter replacement                   Triple K

$5,215.00







     Vern Grob

$8,110.00


- Patching



    Duinick Bros
$18,240.00







    Wm Mueller
$17,546.30


- Crack Filling



     Bargen

$5,500.00     

Bipes motioned to accept the lowest bids: Triple K, Wm Mueller, and Bargen along with a patch at the Norm Geyer residence, 530 6th Street E., and gate valves.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

WATER/WASTEWATER DEPARTMENT
Jerome Schueller reviewed his monthly report.  Schueller gave the 8th grade class a tour of the water plant.  
PARKS DEPARTMENT

Mike Kenney stated the swimming pool is ready to open.  All mowing is being done on an as-needed basis for budget purposes.  

SWIMMING POOL

The Council reviewed the proposed rates for the swimming pool employees.  Duane Hauer’s wages will be frozen.  On July 24, 2009, the minimum wage will increase.  Schwiderski questioned the amount budgeted for wages for 2009.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated $29,950.  Gail Evenson stated she felt the wages were too high, the season pass was too high, and the swimming lesson were increased.  She felt we could make swimming more feasible for the children.  The adults pay less than the children and we were the most expensive pool in the area.  Evenson stated she did feel the pool was well taken care of.  Evenson stated she felt all the deals are for the out-of-town kids.  Greg Krueger suggested possibly the out-of-town kids pay more.  Cory Klabunde stated he had no problem writing a check for his children so they had a place to go.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated that the City transfers $28,500 from the general fund to the pool.  The wages last year were $27,114.  Evenson also requested that the pool be open on Labor Day.  Mayor Heerdt stated there is a problem staffing the proper amount guards since they have returned to school.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated the pool is going to do some fund raisers and money from the Farmer’s Market will go to the swimming pool.  Mayor Heerdt stated he will forward Evenson’s suggestion to the pool committee.  Bergsma motioned to leave the swimming pool wages as is until the minimum wage increase in July.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Schwiderski motioned to appoint Howard Olson to the swimming pool committee.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

ADMINISTRATION

Michele Schafer has submitted her resignation for cleaning of the community center as of May 21, 2009.  The city crew is cleaning at this time.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated she would like to see the floor waxed at least once a year.  $6,000 a year would be saved with the city crew cleaning.  Renters of the center would get a list of what was expected regarding clean-up after their use.  Council Member Olson stated she did not want to see any overtime for the city crew to clean and the librarian does not want dusting and vacuuming done during library hours.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated this could be done before the library opens.  Mayor Heerdt suggested we could possibly get volunteers.  Cory Klabunde suggested the librarian could have some cleaning responsibilities.  The librarian is employed by Pioneerland Library Systems and not the City.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated that this could be part of a discussion with the upcoming Pioneerland budget.  Council Member Schwiderski stated that the librarian is busy even when no one is there and does extra activities to bring more revenue to the library.  People are interested in being employed; however, if we hire someone for the position, it would need to be advertised.  

Olson motioned to grant dance permits to the High Point and The Other Place for Corn Chaff Days activities.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Bergsma motioned to grant road and alley closings for Corn Chaff Days activities.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Schwiderski motioned to grant a temporary On-Sale Liquor License to the American Legion for Corn Chaff Days activities.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Administrator Hoyhtya presented the Council with information regarding increasing rates for water and sewer usage along with comparison with neighboring communities.  Hoyhtya suggested increases at intervals and also to increase the rate for disconnection and reconnection of water service.  Issue tabled for the Council to review.  

Schwiderski motioned to present a check in the amount of $200 to the Corn Chaff Committee.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.     

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
PAYABLES

Schwiderski motioned to approve the payables and additional payables in the amount of $51,436.22.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
The Council reviewed the monthly financial statements.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Council Members Schwiderski and Olson and Administrator Hoyhtya met with the Buffalo Lake Mayor and Council Member for a discussion on sharing of equipment and services in an effort to decreases expenditures for both cities.   A second meeting was scheduled for June 10th.  Bergsma motioned to allow Administrator Hoyhtya to review the financial process with Buffalo Lake’s Clerk.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.   Jerome Schueller suggested the two cities discuss connection of the water system.  
Jason Lange stated that the Fire Department took an Incident Command class and suggested all Council Members and the Mayor take this class.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated this class can be done on the computer and she will look into information on this.
Upcoming Meetings:  
· June 10th , Buffalo Lake – Hector meeting
· June 18th,  Hector EDA

· June 22nd, Council Meeting if necessary

ADJOURNMENT

Bergsma motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Olson seconded.  Adjournment time 9:05 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk





     _______________________________


                                                                 Jeff Heerdt, Mayor
