 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

MARCH 12, 2007
CALL TO ORDER
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM on March 12, 2007, by Mayor Heerdt with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt, Council Members:  Gary Bipes, Roger Newman, Steve Squibb, and Mark Schwiderski.  Staff present:  Matt Jaunich, Barb Johnson, Harold Carstens, Mike Kenney, Jerome Schueller, Tony Fauglid, Kurt Kozel, Adam Crain, Karl Koford.   Citizens in attendance:  Jason Lange, Penny Macik, Kelly Squibb, Frank Schafer.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Newman motioned to approve the agenda with the addition of 14B, a riding mower for the airport capital improvement plan.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Bipes motioned to approve the minutes of the February 12th regular Council Meeting & Public Hearing Meeting and the February 27th Special Meeting.  Roger seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING

(None)
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL
Kelly Squibb was in attendance as the agent representing North Star Insurance for the airport insurance renewal.  With the exception of the addition of the SRE building, there was no change in the policy.  Total due is $1,964.  Bipes motioned to accept the policy renewal.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS

· MMDC’s annual public hearing for the Area Transportation Plan is Wednesday, March 14th at 2:00PM in Willmar.
· Legislative conference is March 28th – 29th in St. Paul.

· City Board of Appeals and Equalization hearing set for April 16th from 6:00 – 6:30PM in the Community Center.  Mayor Heerdt and Council Member Bipes are required to attend this meeting.  

· Loss and Control Workshops have been scheduled for April.  Anyone wishing to attend should contact Administrator Jaunich.

· Council Member Schwiderski thanked the Street Department for the exceptional job they did clearing the streets with the past heavy snowfall.
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
Resolution 07-09 allows the City of Hector to participate in Renville County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Chief Fauglid stated that for the City to apply and/or receive grants or aid in the event of some sort of disaster, we must have a hazard mitigation plan.   The City can establish our own plan, but would qualify if we cooperate with the County Plan.  Bipes motioned to adopt Resolution 07-09.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

· Carstens stated they have been helping Jerome paint at the water plant, cleaned the theater, cleared snow off the roofs of Hummingbird Court, checked into a leak on the Community Center roof, and helped with a water leak on 5th Street East.
· Schueller stated the City would be receiving an award of compliance from Minnesota Pollution Control on March 29th.   80% of the painting has been completed at the water plant, and he is checking on prices for water meter replacements.  

· Kenney stated he is doing maintenance work on the street sweeper and will now be doing oil tests on all equipment.

· Chief Fauglid stated the school had a situation that required a couple days of patrol during school hours.  

· Administrator Jaunich stated the purchase of the Fairway Building has been completed.  They have thirty days to remove their equipment from the building.  A meeting will be scheduled with the Fire Department building committee to discuss plans for changes and moving into the building.  Year end reports and a financial packet were included with the Council packets.  Prairie View is expecting to see $40,000 revenues over expenses in 2007.  The EDA plan is to establish a money market or savings account.  The City has invested approximately $100,000 of road and surface improvements and invested $50,000 for initial start up costs.  If Council Members have suggestions of where profit monies should be designated, please bring them to the EDA.  Robert Myles, owner of the previous motel (now apartments), would like to invest in a two million dollar project in the City at the motel location.  He has not asked the City for any funding.  He is gathering information and looking for investors.  He has also contacted the owner of the trailer court to see if he has an interest in selling.   The Council thanked Administrator Jaunich for the information gathered on the year end and financial reports.
· Penny Macik stated the problem with the alley at Paintin Place has not been solved and feels that it is worse with water run off coming from Larson Chevrolet.  It has lots of pot holes.  Mayor Heerdt stated it would take a while for the new construction to settle.  Administrator Jaunich stated he would contact Bolton & Menk.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Council discussed a purchase agreement for Sampson’s 3rd Addition.  Council Member Newman questioned the Council if he should abstain from discussion should he consider purchasing a lot in the future.  Council stated they felt no conflict of interest since the price of the lots was previously established.  Council reviewed the existing purchase agreement for other lots for sale, a revised agreement, and ordinances regarding detached garages and sheds.  Squibb motioned to adopt the existing purchase agreement with the following conditions added:
· The structure shall have a full basement meeting the requirements of the State Building Code that shall be solid for the complete circumference of the structure.

· The minimum average width of the structure and foundation shall be 30 feet and should have a minimum of 1,150 square feet of living space.

· The structure shall have conventional siding, lapping the foundation by a minimum of one (1) inch.

· The structure shall have a pitched roof, covered with shingles or tile, including wood or steel, with a minimum of 12-inch eaves.

· No Pre-code Manufactured homes shall be allowed

· The home shall comply with all other zoning and building permit requirements of the City of Hector. 

· The Purchaser agrees that only one (1) detached structure, not exceeding 120 square feet will be allowed upon the property.  Structures exceeding 120 square feet may be allowed by a conditional use permit.  

Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Schwiderski motioned to authorize the sale of Sampson’s 3rd Addition lots.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Council discussed a policy on the Police Department eating out of town.  Council Member Bipes stated he felt this had not been an issue before and did not see any harm since it had not caused any problems in the past.  He felt that eating at establishes that serve liquor would cause other patrons to feel uncomfortable.  Chief Fauglid stated this issue did reflect on an employee evaluation which could have altered his wages.  Fauglid requested a finality to the issue since it is a morale issue with his officers, but agreed it could be an issue with insurance.  Council Member Schwiderski stated he felt seeing Police vehicles in Hector deters crime and the vehicles should stay in Hector.   Council Member Newman understands the officers concerns but sees the need for visibility in the community, and has concerns regarding the insurance liability.   The Police Department has a one hour paid lunch since they are on call for the full 12 hour shift.  Mayor Heerdt stated if no more than one hour was used, including travel time, and no other stops other than to eat were made, he felt it could be allowed.  Officer Kozel stated that he sees people from Hector while eating at the Straw Hat which does make him visible.  Kozel also stated that the only food available at their diner hour in Hector was fast food, or grill food and he did not feel comfortable eating at establishes that serve liquor and this is a good time to discuss police matters with the Buffalo Lake officers since both towns work closely together.  Adam Crain, a part-time officer, stated he works for Franklin and goes to Morton for meals.  Karl Koford, a part-time officer, stated he felt it also beneficial since both towns work together on a lot of cases.   Council Member Squibb questioned if eating in Buffalo Lake would be in violation of response time.  Chief Fauglid stated the mileage to Buffalo Lake did not affect the response time.    Schwiderski motioned that Police Officers, while on duty, have their meals in Hector City limits.  Newman seconded.  Role call vote:  Schwiderski – yea, Squibb – nae, Newman – yea, Bipes – nae, Heerdt – nae.  Motion denied.   Bipes motioned to allow a one hour meal (including travel time) break outside of Hector but within the allowed response time.  Motion also requested Officers to remain in Hector for some meals which Chief Fauglid will address with the Officers.  Squibb seconded.  Role call vote:  Schwiderski – nae, Squibb, yea, Newman – nae, Bipes – yea, Heerdt – yea.  Motion carried.  
NEW BUSINESS
APPROVAL OF PAYABLES
Squibb motioned to approve the payables with the addition of $1648.45 to Hawkins for water treatment chemicals.   Newman seconded.  Motion carried.
CITY ISSUES
Juul Contracting was called to repair a water leak between the school and Cindy Berntson’s residence on Birch Ave.W.   The leak was past the curb stand, which according to ordinance would be the property owner’s responsibility.  While repairing the leak, it was found that Berntson and her neighbor Penkert share the same water line.  It would appear the water leak was caused when snow was plowed between the school and the Berntson residence.  However, we can not determine that.  Schwiderski motioned to pay the $1637.50 and requested Administrator Jaunich to send notification of the repair bill and the requirement to separate their water lines to Berntson and Penkert.   Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Newman motioned to approve granting of liquor licenses to the following establishments for the time frame of March 31, 2007 to April 1, 2008:


The Other Place – on & off sale


High Point – on & off & Sunday


Hector American Legion – club & Sunday

Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

The library has a CD which is ready for renewal.  Council discussed any conflict of interest with Mark Schwiderski and Roger Newman regarding library matters.  Council stated a conflict of interest did not exist.  The parking lot behind the library is broken and needs repair.  Council Member Schwiderski suggested not renewing the CD, but transferring the money to the money market so if needed, the money can be accessed.  Bipes motioned to cancel the CD and transfer the money to the money market.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

The City office has received the new copy machine.  Bennett Office Technologies put a value of $500 on the old machine but would not trade in the old copier.   Council decision was to give the copier to the Police Department to replace their machine and cancel maintenance on all old copy machines.

Dr. Clark, BL-H superintendent, contacted Administrator Jaunich informing him that Curt Sampson would like to donate money to repair dug outs, fences, concession stands, press box, and the field at the baseball field.   The City does not use this field.  In the summer, we mow and the rest of the year the school mows.  Council Member Bipes motioned for Administrator Jaunich to present a proposal to Dr. Clark for the City to donate the baseball/football field to the school excluding the parking lot with a clause that if in the future the City would have a City baseball team, they would be allowed to use the field.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

AIRPORT ISSUES

Council Member Bipes reported that there is federal money in 2008 for expansion or a new arrival/departure building at the airport.  As with the previous airport projects, federal money would cover 95% of the project and the City would carry the remaining 5% balance.  Council discussed the existing building which is termed as a “pilot lounge” and very small (10’ x 12”).

A new or expanded building would house a meeting room, pilot information briefing area, and bathroom facilities.  Schwiderski motioned to proceed with planning of the arrival/departure building.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Council Member Bipes requested permission to pursue a State grant to purchase a riding mower for the airport.  State grants pay 70% and the City pays 30%.   Revenues from hangar rents would cover City expenses.  Newman motioned to proceed with the mower grant.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Mayor Heerdt, Council Member Schwiderski, and Maintenance Worker Kenney will schedule a meeting with Buffalo Lake to discuss sharing of equipment.
ADJOURNMENT

Squibb motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Newman seconded.  Adjournment time 9:15 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk

