HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING

AUGUST 14, 2006
CALL TO ORDER
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order by Mayor Jeff Heerdt at 7:00PM on August 14, 2006.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt, Council Members: Don Olinger, Steve Squibb, and Roger Newman.  Absent: Gary Bipes.  Staff present:  Matt Jaunich, Jerome Schueller, Mike Kenney, Tony Fauglid, and David Palm and Bill Helget of Bolton & Menk.   Citizens in attendance: Jason Lange and Jim Eiler.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Steve Squibb motioned to approve the amended agenda.  Roger Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Newman motioned to approve the minutes of the July 24th meeting.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

No citizens addressed the Council.
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

-  City Council meeting Monday, August 28th.
-  Filing for elected positions open at 8:00 a.m. on August 29th and closes at 4:30 p.m. on September 12th.

-  Swimming pool’s last day will be September 1st.

-  City offices will be closed on Monday, September 4th for the Labor Day Holiday.

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTIONS

Administrator Jaunich presented Resolution 06-13, which establishes a lease agreement with Oshkosh Capital for the purchase of the new fire truck.  Don Olinger questioned were the report was from the Fire Department on how much money they were going to contribute to the payments for the fire truck.  Jaunich stated that he did not realize that report was due.  Don stated that he wanted the report before purchasing the truck.  Jason Lange, speaking on behalf of the Fire Department, stated that he did not realize the report was to be done by tonight.  Jason stated that if that was known, it would have been here.  Jason went on to ask Don for help with some sort of guidance on what he wants the Fire Department to do for fundraising.  Mayor Jeff Heerdt stated that the projected need to move ahead with the resolution.  Lange went on to state that the first payment on the truck would be due in a year.  Steve Squibb stated that he had to disagree with Don, and that he felt the fire department was making a strong commitment.  Steve pointed out that the Fire Department has given over $50,000 to the City over the past ten years.  Steve stated that the fire department was a basic need for the city and that the City had an obligation to put money into the department.  Steve stated that the fire department could cut funding from its pull tabs to local civic organizations and youth groups if the council would like more of a contribution.  Steve also stated that he did not realize the report on the fire department’s portion was due tonight.  Roger Newman stated that he felt that if the fire department was making an effort to help with payments; that would be sufficient enough.  Roger Newman motioned to approve Resolution 06-13.  Squibb seconded.  The motion was approved with Don Olinger opposing the resolution.
Jaunich presented Resolution 06-14, which appoints election judges for the upcoming primary and general election.  Squibb motioned to approve Resolution 06-14.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

-  Jerome Schueller gave his report on the water and wastewater plant.  Jerome stated that recent tests showed that trihalomethane levels were way below previous levels and well within the Department of Health standards.  

-  Mike gave his report.  Mike stated that two lawn mowers were down at this time and that the jetter truck recently had its fittings fixed.  Mike went on to state that he was looking at a $1,800 nozzle to be replaced with the jetter truck.  Mike also informed the Council that the Ranger truck needed new breaks and a timing belt.
-  Administrator Jaunich stated that ambulance request for bids were recently sent out with specifications and that the due date was for the September 11th council meeting.  Jaunich went on to inform the Council that Barb and Harold were on vacation.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

OLD BUSINESS
Jim Eiler was present to discuss his plans for the building that will go up at 240 Birch Avenue East.  (David Palm and Bill Helget entered the meeting at 7:20 p.m.)  Jim requested that the Council change the setbacks requirements to make things easier for water drainage to the site.  Jim was also requesting that the council change their restriction of not allowing him to re-landscape the property.  Jim stated that he has to raise the lot 23” to have proper water drainage.  Jaunich informed the Council that the original purchase agreement had not been signed.  Jim stated that he was still going to have gutters on the building, and that he had already talked to the neighbor about the changes he was proposing.  He was requesting that the city change the setback to the north of the property 10’ and 1’ to the west of the property.  Jim stated that he thought it would actually be better for the neighborhood.  Jaunich informed the Council that the boulevards were larger than normal for that lot.  Roger Newman rescinded his motion for rezoning from the previous meeting and motioned to rezone the property with a 15’ setback to the north of the property line, 24’ setback to the west of the property line, and that the rezoning would become effective upon the signature of the purchase agreement by Jim Eiler.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
David Palm and Bill Helget were present to give an update on the alley project and Sampson’s 3rd Addition.  Palm gave a report to the council on the alley project.  Palm stated that they still planned on bidding the project for August 28th.  Bill reviewed the Sampson’s 3rd addition plat.  Bill discussed the pond, watershed, utilities and fill.  Palm made the council aware of the fact that natural fill will be on some of the lots and that the city should disclose that when selling the lots.  Palm stated that they are still planning on bidding the project for September 18th.  Don motioned to advertise for bids on the Sampson’s 3rd Addition project.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Jaunich gave a report on the Council’s request about establishing a pension fund.  Jaunich informed the Council that State Law prohibits the establishment of a separate pension fund from that of PERA.  The council instructed Jaunich to present them with a report on what other cities pay their Mayor/City Council.  Olinger requested that a similar report be done on that of the ambulance and fire department.

NEW BUSINESS
APPROVAL OF PAYABLES

Olinger questioned bills to South Central COOP and Earl F. Anderson.  Olinger motioned to accept the payables and additional payables totaling $44,449.90.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

CITY ISSUES
Jerome gave a report on the pump situation out at the sewer plant.  Jerome presented a quote of $15,075.08 for a new pump from Braun Pump & Controls.  A discussion was held on the pump.  Jaunich informed the Council that they budget $25,000 a couple of years ago for this pump.  (Tony entered the meeting at 8:01 p.m.)  Olinger motioned to purchase the pump from Braun for the price quoted.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Jaunich presented a request from Greg Krueger, owner of the High Point, to close off Ash Avenue West, between Main Street and 2nd Street West for a mini-rod exhibition.  Jaunich stated that Krueger was planning a customer appreciation event for Saturday, September 9th from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.  Jaunich stated that the High Point would follow the same guidelines as they did for Corn Chaff Days.  Newman motioned to close the road for September 9th.  Olinger seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Jaunich presented a report on what other cities do with their compost site.  Jaunich informed the council that most cities limit it to residents only.  Squibb motioned to allow access to the compost site to Hector residents only.  Olinger seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Jaunich presented a letter from the owners of the Violent Janke house at 431 3rd Street East.  The owners were seeking the interest of the city in purchasing the lot.  A discussion was held.  The Council instructed Jaunich to inform the owners that it may be better off for them to donate it to the city with a reasonable value for tax purposes.

Jaunich reviewed proposal from architectural firms for services for the fire hall expansion project.  Jaunich stated that proposals ranged from $25,000 to just below $90,000.  Jaunich stated that he was not satisfied with the responses and did not understand the need for the high costs for simple drawings.  The fire department recommended that the city council table the issue.  The city council tabled the issue and instructed Jaunich to talk to Jim Eiler about possible doing drawings for the city.

LETTERS

Jaunich reviewed a letter regarding a lawsuit against the City in regards to an injury at the softball field during the Corn Chaff tournament.  Jaunich stated that the claim has been sent to the insurance company.  Squibb recommended that Jaunich advise Jon Saunders of the situation.
Jaunich reviewed a letter sent to the City by Mike and Adelle Jacoby.  The letter requested a reimbursement of sewer costs for the past 25 years.  The Jacoby’s feel that their sewer usage was not treated at the city’s sewage plant.  Jerome explained the situation on the sewer system to the City Council.  The Council took no action on the request from Mike and Adelle Jacoby.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINSSS

Steve Squibb asked if the council meeting could be changed to 5:30 p.m. on the second council meeting of the month.  Newman stated it would help him out also.  Squibb motioned to have the 2nd meeting of the month at 5:30 p.m.  Newman seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
ADJOURNMENT

Squibb motioned to adjourn.  Newman seconded.  Adjournment time 8:28 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Matthew Jaunich, City Administrator
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