HECTOR CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING

JULY 5, 2005

CALL TO ORDER

A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 4:33 p.m. in the Hector City Hall.  Members present:  Mayor: Jeff Heerdt.  Council Members: Gary Bipes, Steve Squibb, Don Olinger.  Staff Present: Matthew Jaunich.  Fire Department members in attendance:  Ron Fedrickson, Jason Lange, Greg Krueger.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Steve Squibb motioned to approve the agenda with the additions of a discussion on fees for information, graphics on the squad car, windows on the water pump, and a subtraction of a discussion on the 2004 seal coating issue.  Don Olinger seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Gary Bipes motioned to approve the June 27th regular meeting minutes.  Steve Squibb seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  
NEW BUSINESS

CITY ISSUES
Jeff opened the meeting to a discussion with the fire department members.  Matt brought up to the date the situation with the fire hall and the Other Place.  Matt informed the Council that the Other Place plans on taking back the part that is currently rented by the City.  The fire hall will lose its bathrooms and storage space.  Matt informed the fire department members that the City was willing to contribute $100,000 to any new construction.  Greg Krueger felt that that amount of money wouldn’t be enough to do anything.  Jeff Heerdt stated that the city was on a tight budget and that $100,000 was all the city could afford.  Jason Lange stated that he would like to see the city place the fire hall where it should be – under the water tower next to the City shed.  Greg Krueger stated he didn’t like the water tower location and was wondering if the City would be willing to pay $200,000 for a new fire hall.  Administrator Jaunich stated that $100,000 was the most the City would go because it didn’t want to raise the levy again.  Roger Newman entered the meeting at 5:09 p.m.  Gary Bipes asked why the fire department could not do fundraisers to raise more money for a fire hall.  Greg Krueger stated that it was the City’s building and that the fire department should not have to pay for it.  Jason Lange stated that there wouldn’t be a problem if the fire department had stuck to their plan of putting $10,000 a year away from the pole tabs fund for a fire hall.  Greg Krueger asked about taking money from the parks department to put up a public restroom at the fire hall.  Jaunich stated that there was no money set aside for the park bathrooms.  Ron Fedrickson stated that the fire department would have to work with the $100,000.  Gary Bipes asked if the fire department had discussed any plans.  Greg Krueger stated that they had, but with 25 members, there are 25 different opinions.  Gary suggested that a committee be formed to come up with a plan for the $100,000 for the fire hall.  Don Olinger stated that he would be willing to sit on the committee.  The Council agreed to wait until they hear back from the fire department before they do anything.
A discussion was held on residential development.  Matt informed the Council that Redwood falls had set up separate funds through user fees in their water/sewer funds to help support residential expansion.  Don Olinger stated that this was something the city should look at in the future.  Matt also stated that other cities, like Litchfield, had private developers do the work.  Matt informed the Council that he had not heard back from Curt Sampson yet.
The Council received nine nominations for “Citizen of the Year”.  No nominations received more than one vote.  Gary Bipes motioned to have Ray Christensen be Hector’s “Citizen of the Year”.  Don Olinger seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

A discussion was held on replacing the doors at the City Hall and replacing the windows at the water pump house in town.  The Council looked at the doors in City Hall and found nothing wrong with them.  No action was taken.  The Council asked Matt if Plexiglas was going to be placed into the pump house.  Matt stated he did not know.  The council tabled the issue.
Matt presented the Council with four bids on graphics for the new squad car.  Matt received the bids from Toney.  All the bids were from Galls and they were for $65, $140, $150, and $240.  The Council asked Matt to get bids from Carlson’s, Paitin’ Place, Creative Design, and Special Touch before they make a decision.

Matt brought up an issue with a request for city resident address from Marv Reigstad.  Matt stated that Marv provided legal allowance for this issue.  Matt stated that the City hadn’t done this before and should charge for the service.  Matt was wondering how much the City wanted?  Don Olinger motioned to have Matt contact four area cities to see what they charge, come up with an average, and use that to bill Marv and future requests.  Steve Squibb seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

EMPLOYEE ISSUES

Matt brought up Mike Kenney’s pay.  The Council asked to review the issue because of Mike’s workload increase with Harold being gone.  Matt informed the Council that Harold is going to be out for three to six months.  After reviewing the issue, the Council agreed to give Mike a pay increase.  Don Olinger motioned to move Mike’s pay up to Grade 9, Step 7 ($16.83/hour), effective from when Harold left and good until Harold comes back or the position is filled.  Roger Newman seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  Don also asked Matt to contact Worker’s Comp to implement the City’s return to work policy on Harold.  Roger asked if the City could do dust control on 2nd Street East before Corn Chaff Days.
ADJOURNMENT

Steve Squibb motioned to adjourn.  Gary Bipes seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 6:04 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Matthew Jaunich

City Administrator
PAGE  
2

