HECTOR CITY COUNCIL
MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING

MARCH 8, 2011
CALL TO ORDER – MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING

A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order on March 8th at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance by Mayor Heerdt.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt, Council Members:  Ralph Bergsma, Chuck Gentry, Janet Olson, and Greg Radermacher. Staff present:  City Administrator Barbara Hoyhtya, Police Chief Mike Nguyen.  Others present: Tyson Hajicek from Moore Engineering, Larry Radloff, Frank Schafer and Jerome Schueller. 
Welcome to everyone by Mayor Heerdt.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Council Member Olson motioned to approve the agenda with the following additions: Buesgens letter, Scott Anderson request, Resolution 11-12 approving Joint Powers Agreement, Renville County Donation Request, Out-of-State Travel Policy, Countrywide Lumber Damage, and Police Squad bid request, second by Council Member Radermacher.  Bergsma, Gentry, Heerdt, Olson, and Radermacher voted in favor none voted against.  Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion to approve the February 14th and 22nd minutes by Council Member Bergsma second by Council Member Radermacher.  Bergsma, Gentry, Heerdt, Olson, and Radermacher voted in favor, none voted against.  Motions carried.

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 
Larry Radloff addressed the council about a dog impound fee he was assessed.  The council set the first day impound fee of $100 last fall.  The fee will stay as presented.  Mr. Radloff paid the fee.
Tyson Hajicek of Moore Engineering presented a breakdown of charges for the Water/Wastewater System Improvement Project for Sanitary Sewer, Water Main and Storm Sewer.  Hoyhtya contacted Northland Securities to look at the cities bonding and affordability for this project.  Schueller explained the pipe conditions after the past week there were five water main breaks in the system.  A public hearing about the project and costs of the project will be held on Monday, March 28, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. at the Community Center.

In a letter to the council Barbara Buesgens asked that the council reconsider the water and sewer accessibility fee for those that do not have the water turned on.  The water and sewer plants and infrastructure is working regardless if people have their water turned on and has to be paid for equally by everyone.
Scott Anderson called the Mayor to complain that he has two houses on one line and would like the council to reconsider the accessibility fee for him also.  The ordinance states that “Whenever two or more parties are supplied from one pipe connecting with a service main, each building or part of building separately supplied shall have a separate stop box and a separate meter.”  The line going to the second house is not in compliance with the ordinance.

A letter will be sent to both parties stating that the accessibility fee will stand. 

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES
Resolution 11-11 Accepting a Donation and Designating Their Use was made with a motion by Council Member Olson, second by Council Member Radermacher.  Bergsma, Gentry, Heerdt, Olson and Radermacher voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

CITY OF HECTOR

ACCEPTING DONATIONS

RESOLUTION 11-11

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS AND DESIGNATING THEIR USE

WHEREAS, any city may accept a gift or inheritance of money, goods or property from anyone, accept gifts for religious or sectarian uses or gifts that are religious in nature; and

WHEREAS, the City of Hector has received a donation $50.00 from Donna Piehl for the Swimming Pool.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hector, that the City accepts the donations in full and designate the funds for the following purposes in the following funds:

1) For the Hector Swimming Pool  

Adopted by the Council this 8th day of March, 2011.









______________________________









Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator

Resolution 11-12 Entering into a Joint Powers Agreement between the City of Hector and the State of Minnesota, department of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension to use the systems and tools available over the State’s criminal justice data communications network with a motion by Council member Olson, second by Council Member Bergsma.  Bergsma, Gentry, Heerdt, Olson and Radermacher voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

CITY OF HECTOR

APPROVONG STATE OF MINNESOTA JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT

RESOLUTION 11-12
RESOLUTION APPROVING STATE OF MINNESOTA JOINT POWERS AGREEMENTS WITH THE CITY OF HECTOR ON BEHALF OF ITS CITY ATTORNEY AND POLICE DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, the City of Hector on behalf of its Prosecuting Attorney and Police Department desires to enter into Joint Powers Agreements with the State of Minnesota, Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension to use systems and tools available over the State’s criminal justice data communications network for which the City is eligible.  The Joint Powers Agreements further provide the City with the ability to add, modify and delete connectivity, systems and tools over the five year life of the agreement and obligates the City to pay the costs for the network connection.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Hector, Minnesota as follows:

1. That the State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements by and between the State of Minnesota acting through its Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension and the City of Hector on behalf of its Prosecuting Attorney and Police Department, are hereby approved.  Copies of the two Joint Powers Agreements are attached to this Resolution and made a part of it.

2. That the Police Chief, Mike Nguyen, or his or her successor, is designated the Authorized Representative for the Police Department.  The Authorized Representative is also authorized to sign any subsequent amendment or agreement that may be required by the State of Minnesota to maintain the City’s connection to the systems and tools offered by the State.

To assist the Authorized Representative with the administration of the agreement, the City Administrator, Barbara Hoyhtya is appointed as the Authorized Representative’s designee.

3. That the City Attorney from Anderson Larson Hanson & Saunders PLLP, Jon Saunders, or his or her successor, is designated the Authorized Representative for the Prosecuting Attorney.  The Authorized Representative is also authorized to sign any subsequent amendment or agreement that may be required by the State of Minnesota to maintain the City’s connection to the systems and tools offered by the State.

To assist the Authorized Representative with the administration of the agreement, City Attorney, Jon Saunders name or position name] is appointed as the Authorized Representative’s designee.

4.  That Jeff Heerdt, the Mayor for the City of Hector, and Barbara M. Hoyhtya, the City Administrator, are authorized to sign the State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements.

Passed and Adopted by the Council on this 8th day of March, 2011.

CITY OF HECTOR
_________________________________

By:  Jeff Heerdt

Its: Mayor

ATTEST:____________________________________

By:  Barbara M. Hoyhtya

Its:  City Administrator
Airport – The council accepted the resignation from Jill Nezworski from the Airport Advisory Committee and thanked her for her service with a motion by Council Member Bergsma, second by Council Member Radermacher.  Bergsma, Gentry, Heerdt, Olson, and Radermacher voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried. 

The position will be advertised.  
A motion to approve the changes to the By-Laws by Council Member Radermacher, second by Council Member Gentry.   Bergsma, Gentry, Heerdt, Olson and Radermacher voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.  The only change was to add a section dealing with participation at the meetings.

There was a discussion on the airport committee needing to look for ways to raise money to help support the projects at the airport.
A motion by Council Member Olson to advertise the Request for Proposal for the Snow Removal and Grass Mowing Contract but eliminate the pilot requirement and that the RFP could be bid by two separate bids or both reading Snow Removal and/or Grass Mowing, a second by Council Member Radermacher.  Bergsma, Gentry, Heerdt, Olson and Radermacher voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.  

Council Member Radermacher motioned to approve raising the rent on the old city hanger by $10 per month, with a second by Council Member Bergsma.  Bergsma, Gentry, Heerdt, Olson and Radermacher voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

EDA 
The EDA has requested that they be able to advertise the Sampson Court lots as $100 plus assessments with the assessments being spread over ten years and filed with the county.  Motion by Council Member Gentry to allow the Sampson Court lots to be sold at $100 plus assessments, spread over ten years registered with the county and make this program a five year program, with a second by Radermacher.  Bergsma, Gentry, Heerdt, Olson and Radermacher voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.  
Prairie View is filing some vacancies.
The city will advertise the building that Frontier rented for so long for rent.

Library
The Friends of the Library received notice that they will be receiving an endowment from Dr. Alan R. Koenig.   The first grant distribution will commence upon his death.

Pioneerland Library System has entered into a contract for downloadable e-books, videos and audios.  This will be up and working in a few months.  The insurance coverage was looked at for the Hector Library building and furnishings because of the Cosmos fire.

Police

The mach disaster drill will take place on June 18th or 25th.

Water/wastewater Departments

The city will be receiving an award at the wastewater operator’s conference the end of March.  

Schueller is getting bids for the concrete work on State Highway 4 for the water main break patches.

The storm sewers have not been televised.  Schueller will start a jetting program for the storm sewers this year.

Administration

Motion to approve the On-sale liquor license, Sunday On-sale liquor license and Off-sale for the American Bar & Grill was made by Council Member Olson, second by Council Member Radermacher.  Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson and Radermacher voted in favor, Gentry abstained, none voted against.  Motion carried.

Motion to approve the On-sale liquor license, Sunday On-sale liquor license and Off-sale for The Other Place pending proper paper work was made by Council Member Olson, second by Council Member Radermacher.  Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson and Radermacher voted in favor, Gentry abstained, none voted against.  Motion carried.

Motion to approve the Consumption of Alcohol located at the Hector City Park for the following dates: July 9 and 10, 2011 during Corn Chaff Days by Council Member Bergsma, second by Council Member Radermacher.  Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson and Radermacher voted in favor, Gentry abstained, none voted against.  Motion carried.

The Renville County Fair Board is requesting $250 from each city in the county as a contribution to the fair.  This was turned down due to it not being in the budget.

The council approved the Elected Officials Out-of-State Travel that is required by the State Auditor with a motion by Council Member Bergsma, second by Council Member Radermacher.

Bergsma, Gentry, Heerdt, Olson, and Radermacher voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

ELECTED OFFICIALS OUT-OF-STATE TRAVEL POLICY
Purpose:  The City of Hector recognizes that its elected officials may at times receive value from traveling out of the state for workshops, conferences, events, and other assignments.  This policy sets forth the donations under which out-of-state travel will be reimbursed by the City.

General Guidelines:

1.  The event, workshop, conference or assignment must be approved in advance by the City Council at an open meeting and must include an estimate of the cost of the travel.  In evaluating the out-of-state travel request, the Council will consider the following:

· Whether the elected official will be receiving training or issues relevant to the city or to his or her role as the Mayor or as a council member.

· Whether the elected official will be meeting and networking with other elected officials from around the country to exchange ideas on topics of relevance to the City or on the official’s roles of local elected officials.

· Whether the elected official will be viewing a city facility or function that is similar in nature to one that is currently operating at, or under consideration by the City where the purpose for the trip is to study the facility or function to bring back ideas for the consideration of the full council.

· Whether the elected official has been specifically assigned by the Council to testify on behalf of the city at the United States Congress or to otherwise meet with federal officials on behalf of the city.

· Whether the city has sufficient funding available in the budget to pay the cost of the trip.

2.  No reimbursements will be made for attendance at events sponsored by or affiliated with political parties.
3.  The city may make payments in advance for airfare, lodging, and registration if specifically approved by the council.  Otherwise all payments will be made as reimbursements to the elected official.

4.  The City will reimburse for transportation, lodging, meals, registration, and incidental costs using the same procedures, limitations and guidelines outlined in the city’s policy for out-of-state travel by city employees.    

5.  Airfare will be reimbursed at the coach rate.

6.  The city will not reimburse mileage.

7.  Lodging and meal costs are limited to those which are reasonable and necessary.

8.  Receipts are required for lodging, airfare, and meals and should accompany an expense report form.  It is not necessary to have receipts for cabs and tips.  The expense report form shall be submitted to the city office for payment.

9.  The city will not reimburse for alcoholic beverages, personal telephone calls, meal expenses included in the cost of registration, or recreational expenses such as golf or tennis.

10.  The use of the airport courtesy car to be used when available.

The last snow fall there was damage to the Countrywide Lumber building by city workers.  The city will reimburse Countrywide for the damages.  This brought up a discussion as to why the city removes snow from downtown sidewalks.  This will be discussed more in the fall.

A motion was made by Council Member Olson and a second by Council Member Radermacher to go out to bids for the police squad.

The Council recognized three employees for their continued service to the city. Kurt Kozel 20 years, Doug Best 14 years, and Jerome Schueller 9 years. 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

The council motioned to approve the payables for $41,612.21 by Council Member Bergsma, second by Council Member Olson.  Bergsma, Gentry, Heerdt, Olson, and Radermacher voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

ADJOURNEMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m. with a motion by Council Member Olson, second by Council Member Bergsma.  Bergsma, Gentry, Heerdt, Olson, and Radermacher voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried. 







_________________________________








Jeff Heerdt, Mayor




___________________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator
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