 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

JUNE 18, 2007
CALL TO ORDER
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM on June 18, 2007, by Mayor Heerdt with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt, Council Members:    Steve Squibb, and Mark Schwiderski, Gary Bipes.  Members absent:  Roger Newman.  Staff present:  Matt Jaunich, Barb Johnson, Harold Carstens, Mike Kenney, Jerome Schueller, Tony Fauglid.   Citizens in attendance:  Jason Lange.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Squibb motioned to approve the agenda with the addition of appointment of Fire Department Officers, a dance permit for the High Point, an update on the baseball/football field, and 2008 budget preparation.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Squibb motioned to approve the minutes of the May 29th Council Meeting.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING

(None)
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL
Leroy Stamer was not in attendance, but has requested the City to share expenses to install a drain tile on his property with the grain bins.  After discussion, the Council felt that when landscaping has been completed at the fire hall, water would drain into the field; therefore, drainage would not be a problem.  Jerome stated that there is a sewer line on the Stamer property that collects storm water and should be blocked or abandoned.  Administrator Jaunich will contact Stamer regarding the drain tile decision and blocking the sewer line.  
Jason Lange addressed the Council stating he heard there was a complaint that he took some boards considered City property from the old building behind the new fire hall.  Administrator Jaunich and Council Member Bipes stated the complaint was addressed since the boards were Fairway Construction property.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS

· The swimming pool is now open.
· Matt and Jeff will attend the LMNC Conference in Duluth June 27th to June 29th.

· City offices will be closed Wednesday, July 4th for Independence Day.

· Hector Corn Chaff Days is July 12th to July 15th.

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
Squibb motioned to adopt Ordinance 232 which relates to the rules for structures in districts.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Council reviewed the first reading or Ordinance 234 which pertains to grass and weeds.  The ordinance would change the length of grass not in compliance from 12” to 8” and allow the City Administrator to issue an order to correct.  The City fee for mowing would be $100/per hour with a one hour minimum.  The Ordinance allows the mowing rate to be changed by Resolution.   Council Member Schwiderski requested a clause to allow for maintenance on equipment if there were damages caused by mowing the property.  
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

· Harold - The barricade has been place on the low maintenance road to the water treatment plant.  Street patching is complete and sealcoating scheduled for August.  Downed trees have been cleaned up after the wind storm.  The punch sheet for Sampson’s Addition was reviewed with Bolton & Menk.  
· Jerome – Reviewed his monthly report.  Plumbing in the fire hall has been completed.  He is working on the well head protection plan.
· Mike – The pool is running but needs seals for a pump.  Spraying has been completed in town and he is working on Sampson’s Addition.  Preparing for Corn Chaff Days.  A new chain saw is needed, the existing saw quit working during the storm clean-up.  He is checking prices on a new sprayer for painting crosswalks.

· Chief Fauglid – June has been a very busy month which includes checking on blight complaints.  He has scheduled part-time officers for Corn Chaff Days.

· Administrator Jaunich – A correction will be sent to the News*Mirror regarding their statement that Hector would loose $53,000 in LGA funds.  Hector was not allocated that funding.  He is working on employee reviews, comparing health insurance premiums, and remodeling of the fire hall.
· Council Member Squibb presented a $100 check from the Olivia Fireman’s Fund for a training demonstration Scott Hable and Craig Carlson presented.  The new ambulance is scheduled for delivery on Wednesday, June 20th.  The radio in the old ambulance does not work properly.  Pro Communications is checking on the cost of replacement of the radio.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(none)
NEW BUSINESS
APPROVAL OF PAYABLES
Squibb motioned to approve the payables and additional payables.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
CITY ISSUES
The dirt from construction at the airport was placed at the cemetery.  Council discussed selling the dirt or having it leveled since weeds are beginning to grow.  Howard Hughes will be contacted to level the dirt.
Tile under the dishwasher at the Community Center is coming off.  Two bids were requested with Our Own Hardware the only response.  The bid noted that with help from City workers, the labor would be less.  Schwiderski motioned to accept the bid of $637.00 from Our Own Hardware.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Ed Wenner presented a quote in the amount of $11,000 to paint the library, bathrooms, and back lobby.  This quote is labor only and does not include paint.  Squibb motion to accept the quote.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Complaints have been made regarding mopeds, scooters, etc. on City streets.  Chief Fauglid stated that under State laws, dirt bikes, ATV’s, scooters can travel less than 15 MPH, and a driver must be 12 years old (helmet required).  They can be banned on public property and sidewalks.  A City Ordinance could enforce a ban; however, signs would need to be posted stating they were not allowed.  Signs posted on Main Street would need to be approved with MNDOT.  
Council discussed the parking of trucks on the newly acquired fire hall property.  Council Member Bipes suggested possibly renting parking space.  Since this facility will house emergency vehicles Squibb motioned that only authorized City vehicles be allowed on the property and the existing party parking there be given a 30 day notice to vacate.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
The following Fire Department Officers were appointed with their elections:


Chief – Charles Mathowitz


1st Assistant Chief – Jason Lange


2nd Assistant Chief – Todd Kramer

Schwiderski motioned to approve the appointments.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

CORN CHAFF DAYS
Bipes motioned to donate $250 to the Corn Chaff Committee.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Bipes motioned to grant a dance permit to The High Point for Saturday, July 14th.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Administrator Jaunich presented the Council with nominations for Citizen of the Year.  They will review the nominations and contact Administrator Jaunich with their individual recommendations.  
Council discussed parking area of the displayed vehicles, motor cycles, tractors, and snowmobiles for Corn Chaff weekend.  Terry Ahlbrecht has suggested changing the location.  Issue tabled for a plan of where vehicles would be placed.  

EMPLOYEE ISSUES

Schwiderski motioned to approve the swimming pool pay schedule.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Employees received changes in the personnel policy.  The personnel committee will meet with the individual employees to discuss the changes.  Adoption of the policy was tabled until the meetings are completed.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

A request was submitted to supply the Community Center kitchen with utensils.  Council Member Bipes suggested a list be given when the center is rented which would indicate what is available along with the guide lines for using the center.  Mayor Heerdt suggested donations be made.  At this time, no utensils will be purchased.

A complaint was received regarding backing across the center line on Main Street to park and when leaving a parking space.  Chief Fauglid stated the double line only means that people cannot pass.  It does not mean they cannot cross to park.  Signs would be needed to prevent crossing for parking or backing.  Since this is a State highway, MNDOT would need to approve the signs.  

Administrator Jaunich spoke with Dr. Clark regarding mowing and the water meter at the baseball/football field.  Their verbal agreement was that the school will mow and pay for water usage.  The school should have more information next month if they would like to obtain the property from the City.  

Administrator Jaunich will be starting work on the 2008 budget and requested input from the Council Members.   The levy is due in September.  Mayor Heerdt suggested another meeting with Buffalo Lake on equipment sharing.  
ADJOURNMENT

Squibb motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Bipes seconded.  Adjournment time 8:53 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk

