PUBLIC HEARING
MARCH 18, 2008

CALL TO ORDER
A Public Hearing of the City of Hector was called to order by Mayor Heerdt with the Pledge of Allegiance on March 18, 2008.  Members present:  Mayor Heerdt, Council Members: Roger Newman, Steve Squibb, Mark Schwiderski.  Planning Members:  Lowell Grimm, Jade Erickson.  Staff present:  Administrator Barbara Hoyhtya, Barb Johnson, Jerome Schueller.  Citizen attendance sheet attached.  
Mayor Heerdt welcomed the citizens in attendance and introduced the owners of B J B Properties of Hutchinson, Inc.  The purpose of the hearing was to review an application for a conditional use permit for Agri Trading Fats & Oils.

Brett Johnson and Stephen Borstad, B J B Properties owners, explained the operation of Agri Trading Fats & Oils.  They would like to purchase the property presently owned by Hector Commodities and will continue to honor the existing lease the cold storage with Seneca Foods.  Agri Trading Fats & Oils is a vegetable and animal fats/oils and blending operation.   Waste oil from fast food restaurants is blended into feed which is sold primarily for poultry and hogs.  The blending operation will require the installation of approximately 12 storage tanks, pipes, pumps/motors, and a steam boiler.  All storage tanks will be installed inside the building.  The fats and oils will arrive via rail and truck.  The blended products will leave via truck with approximately 30 loads per week.  When material arrives at the facility, it will be pumped into one of the storage tanks and as needed blended in a blending tank.  From there, the material is loaded into tank trailers and delivered for use in animal feed.  The boiler will be used to heat rail tank cars and keep the fats/oil warm in the storage tanks.  This is not a rendering operation and will not render any products at this location.  Approximately 500 to 1000 gallons of water would be used per day.  
Mayor Heerdt opened the meeting for citizen questions.

Mike Jacoby – Questioned what part of the building would be used for the operation.  Borstad stated it would be the high portion and the west end.   The boiler would be installed according to State regulations with a licensed operator.  There would be no odor since the operation would be contained inside the building.  Jacoby questioned how many days they would operate.  Borstad stated 5 to 5 ½ per week with 3 to 4 employees plus independent truckers.  Agri Trading will be the owners and operators.  Anything that would go into the City sewer system would be in accordance with City ordinance.  Trucks will be coming in on Hwy 4 and Hwy 212.   Jacoby also questioned if Hector would have problems similar to Buffalo Lake with the meat packing plant.  Agri Trading is a totally different operation.
Doug Kerr – Questioned what would the City collect from this operation.  Borstad stated property tax, employees, water and sewer fees, purchases or repairs from other Hector business owners, and hopefully, some of the employees would live in Hector.  
Bruce Collins Blakeslee – Expressed a concern with railroad use, dust from the trucks, upkeep of the property, and future expansion.  Borstad stated they intend to be a good neighbor since they realize they border a residential area.  They deal with many railroads and are not able to control how they operate and would only be looking at possibly 5 to 7 cars a week.  They do not intend to operate later than 7:00PM.  Boilers will only run during working hours.  Mayor Heerdt stated that if dust was a problem, Renville County has a dust control program.  Borstad stated he did not expect growth to exceed 35 trucks per week.  Trucks will not be parked on the street; they will be on their property.  

Loren Blakeslee – Stated he previously lived in Atwater and an ethanol plant was build with a promise to the residents that there would not be an odor.  There was a terrible order from the plant.  Would they promise there would be no odor?  Borstad stated there should not be an odor.  Everything is contained in the building, even the trucks when loading and unloading.  Blakeslee felt that steam from the boiler would escape and cause an odor.  Borstad stated the boiler would only be used as necessary to keep the product flowing and the steam only heats the coils.  Frank Schafer stated their boiler should not be any different than other furnaces heating business on Main Street.  Butch Evenson stated there might be a slight odor similar to what the Elevator has at the present time.  Frank Schafer if issues arise at a later date, the Council can revisit the conditional use permit.  
Administrator Hoyhtya contacted Craig Schafer with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and he stated he had no qualms with this company and their operation.  They will need to comply with permits with our building inspector and waste water discharge permits.   Jerome Schueller stated there would be no problem with water supply.
Butch Evenson questioned when they would begin operations.  Borstad stated hopefully June 1st.  

Adelle Jacoby questioned if his son, who will manage the plant, would move to Hector.  Eric Borstad responded not at this time, but eventually would like to live in Hector.  Adelle questioned if trucks would be left running.  Borstad stated at times it would be necessary; however, they would request the drivers to be considerate of the neighborhood with jake brakes and trucks would be parked on the facility property.

Public Hearing closed at 7:20PM.

Planning Committee/Council Meeting opened at 7:21PM
Council Member Schwiderski stated that no City or government funds would be used for this project and they would be purchasing the building.  Schwiderski questioned if the trucks would be washed only on the outside.  Borstad confirmed – just the outside.  

Mayor Heerdt stated he felt this was economic benefit bringing a new business to our community.  

Council Member Newman stated he felt the boiler system would be no different than heating a residential home and there would be no control on how the railroad operates.

Lowell Grimm stated sewage would have no more effect than residential services.

Council Member Squibb stated Agri Trading should consider widening the north entrance for the trucks.  

When questioned regarding future expansion, Borstad stated they felt 35 loads would be their limit.

Schwiderski motioned to grant the condition permit based on applying for a wastewater discharge permit and meeting containment permeability requirement standards.    Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Newman motioned to adjourn.  Squibb seconded.  Adjournment at 7:30PM.
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Respectively Submitted







Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk

                                                                         __________________________________

                                                                         Jeff Heerdt, Mayor
