 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

NOVEMBER 19, 2007
CALL TO ORDER
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM on November 19, 2007, by Mayor Heerdt with the pledge of allegiance.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt, Council Members: Gary Bipes, Roger Newman, Steve Squibb, Mark Schwiderski.   Staff present:  Barbara Hoyhtya, Barb Johnson, Jerome Schueller, Mike Kenney, Chief Kozel.    Citizens in attendance: Frank Schafer, Jason Lange, David Wilkinson, Michelle Schafer, Penny Macik, Richard Scheel, Marlys Hagstrom.
Mayor Heerdt welcomed Barbara Hoyhtya, Hector’s new City Administrator to our staff and citizens attending the meeting.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Newman motioned to approve the agenda with the addition of Resolution 07-28, and Resolution 07-29.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Squibb motioned to approve the minutes of the October 22nd and November 14th special meetings.  Schwiderski seconded.   Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING
Newman motioned to close the meeting for a public hearing.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting closed at 7:04PM.  The public hearing was to address assessments for unpaid utility bills and utility improvements.  None of the parties involved with assessments attended the meeting.  Squibb motioned to close the public hearing.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS
· Truth-n-Taxation meeting scheduled for December 10, 2007 6:00PM, at the Community Center.

· City office will be closed November 22nd and November 23rd for the Thanksgiving Holiday.

· Mid-Minnesota Development Commission sent notification that their office would be open only on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  However; they have since gone back to their original schedule of Monday through Friday 8:00AM to 4:30PM.  Squibb motioned for Administrator Hoyhtya to attend a Mid-Minnesota Development meeting on December 11th.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

Michelle Schafer stating several businesses would like to host an open house which would coordinate with Santa at the community center on December 6th from 4:00 to 8:00PM.  Details are still pending; however, the Council stated the City would support the event 100%.  
Marlys Hagstrom, representing Winter Insurance, addressed the Council with Blue Cross/Blue Shield insurance information.  Winter Insurance has been Hector’s agent since the early 80’s.  Rate increases this year are indicative of very high usage the past four years.  Ms. Hagstrom reviewed several plans health plans giving options of rates that choose different deductibles.  Ms. Hagstrom also explained the pros and cons of a HSA plan stressing that the employee carries a responsibility of record keeping when on an HSA plan.  Ms. Hagstrom stated a dual choice plan is not available.  Winter Insurance would need a decision by December 15th if the City will  continue coverage with their agency.  Council tabled a decision to a budget workshop meeting.  
David Wilkinson approached the Council with a complaint that his neighbor’s dog continues to bark all day.  Chief Kozel explained that the former Chief required a signed complaint and that an officer would need to hear the barking offense.  Chief Kozel will address the issue and follow up on the complaint.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Frank Schafer, Chairman of the Airport Commission, stated the committee members met with three engineering firms regarding construction of an arrival/departure building at the airport.  It was their unanimous consensus to recommend SEH as engineers for the project.  Newman motioned to sign a contract with SEH for the project.  Schwiderski seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  Squibb requested a list of the SEH team that will be working on this project along with expectations and procedure of the project. 
Schwiderski approve publication of the winter parking notice in the News*Mirror.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

Squibb motioned to adopt Resolution 07-26 which accepts donations for the swimming pool and the ambulance.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Newman motioned to adopt Resolution 07-27 which establishes special assessments to properties for delinquent utility bills and capital improvement projects.  Delinquent utility bill will be a one-time assessment.  Utility improvement assessments will extend for a seven (7) year period with an interest rate of six (6)%.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Bipes motioned to adopt Resolution 07-28 which transfers PERA contributions for Officer Karl Koford from the coordinated fund to the police fund.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Newman motioned to adopt Resolution 07-29 which grants a charitable gaming permit to the Hector Lions Club for July 12, 2008.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

· Jerome Schueller reviewed his monthly report and is working on final repairs to the damage done by lightning at the wastewater plant so as to close the insurance claim.
· Mike Kenney reported equipment is ready for the snow season.  Repairs have been made on the Police squad that was in an accident, but the light bar needs to be repaired or replaced.  Administrator Hoyhtya will check grant possibilities for the squad light bar.  

Preparing the ice skating rink will depend on weather conditions.  Council Member Squibb requested removing concrete from the remodeling project at the new fire hall.  
· Mayor Heerdt congratulated Chief Kozel on his promotion.  Chief Kozel stated he is working on removing the “junk” vehicles from the impound lot.  He is currently working on an updated list of equipment needed for the Police Department.  The stolen pedestrian sign has been recovered.  At the present time, their internet service is down due to a problem with a “hacker” getting into the system.  Pro Communications will check their computer and work with Hector Communications.  
· Mayor Heerdt stated the EDA is communicating with Robert Myles on the grocery store project.

· Council Member Squibb stated that as soon as the new doors are installed at the new fire hall – the department can move their equipment into the new building.

NEW BUSINESS
PAYABLES

Squibb motioned to approve the payables and additional payables.  Newman seconded.   Motion carried unanimously.  
CITY ISSUES

Bernie Neu has requested to replace sidewalk at 321 Douglas Ave E.  Council requested that Mr. Neu be informed to submit two estimates and that replacement could not be scheduled until 2008.
Mike Kenney asked permission from the Council to place lights around the Christmas banners that are placed on Main Street.  Council granted the request.

PERSONNEL ISSUES

Chief Kozel requested to add Larry Dallman (Police Chief of Fairfax) to the part-time police roster.  Newman motioned to add Mr. Dallman to the roster.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Jaren Tveitbakk and Daniel Allen have applied to be added to the part-time roster.  At this time they are not sponsored by a police department.  Chief Kozel requested to table their request to see if the Buffalo Lake Police Department will sponsor them.
A budget meeting was scheduled for December 4th, 5:30PM at City Hall

. 
ADJOURNMENT

Squibb motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Bipes seconded.  Adjournment time 8:45 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk
