HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING

APRIL 7, 2008

The 2008 Board of Appeals meeting was called to order at 6:00PM by Mayor Heerdt on April 7, 2008.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt, Council Members: Steve Squibb, Mark Schwiderski, Roger Newman, Gary Bipes.  Staff present:  Administrator Barbara Hoyhtya, Barb Johnson.  Renville County Assessors Barbara Trochlil and Randy Mertz.

Citizens in attendance:  Mike Jacoby, Ralph Bergsma, Maxine Zemple, Judy Ovitt.

Randy Mertz presented the Council with a copy of the 2007 sales.  He stated the sales value was 85.64% and the State requires we need to be within 90% to 105%.   Mertz stated if he is not able to view the home, he leaves his business card for the resident to call if they would like a premise visit.
Mike Jacoby questioned why values increased when today’s economy indicates values are decreasing.  Mertz stated the sales survey used is dated from October, 2006, to September, 2007, with 14 sales with an average of $79,200.  The number of sales has decreased, but the sale values have increased.  Our rural markets differ from the metro areas.  Foreclosures that to back into the market is not entered in the survey.

Judy Ovitt stated that she doesn’t feel her sale value would be as much as the market value.  Barbara Trochlil stated values were increased to comply with the State requirements.
Ralph Bergsma stated his value increases each year and questioned if all properties increased the same.  Mertz stated all values do not increase at the same rate.  They review the style, age, recent additions or updates, and new construction.  The 2007 value is what is taxed in 2008.  In 2006 there was a complete evaluation on all homes in Hector.  Mertz reviewed Bergsma’s property records.  Records indicated a finished basement which Bergsma stated he did not have.  Mertz will make an appointment to reevaluate his property.  

Judy Ovitt never responded to the card and questioned if it would be beneficial for Mr. Mertz to evaluate her home.  Mertz stated sometimes it is an advantage and sometimes not.  Mertz reviewed information on her record and will make an appointment with Judy for a premise visit.

Maxine Zemple, owner of Our Own Hardware, stated the store is closing and she will be selling the business.  She felt the market value on the store was not a realistic sale price.  The building is old and is in poor condition.  Plaster is falling from the upstairs ceiling and the building should require a new roof.  Barbara Trochlil stated commercial property is evaluated different than residential and the entire County seen an increase of 20% to comply with State standards.  Mr. Mertz will make an appointment to view the property and reevaluate.  
Jeff Heerdt questioned if the size of his garage had been corrected from the previous year.  Mr. Mertz reviewed the records and the correction had been made.

Mr. Mertz stated Richard Penkert contact him regarding the home of Bernice Penkert and requested he reevaluate the property.  Mertz viewed the property and found it is a 1 ½ story with no basement.  There are stress cracks in the ceilings, the fireplaces have been cemented shut, and windows need replacement.  Based on the condition of the home, he felt the value should be adjusted from $93,800 to $56,800.  

Newman motioned to recess and reconvene at the Council meeting on April 14, 2008 after the properties in question have been reviewed.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Board of Appeals meeting closed at 6:47PM.
Council Member Squibb reviewed the budget and expenses for the new fire hall.  Electrical estimates were more than expected along with walls built.  $13,500 remains for expenses in 2008.  Squibb requested the Council to approve $6,775 for sheetrock, doors, and suspended ceiling.  The quote for materials is only valid until April 14th.   Bipes motioned to grant the request of $6,775.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Newman motioned for Council Member Squibb to continue to oversee expenses for fire hall modifications.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Squibb motioned to close the meeting.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 7:00PM.
                                                                                    _________________________

 






Respectively Submitted








Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk

                                                                                    _________________________








Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

