BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING
APRIL 4, 2006
CALL TO ORDER
The 2006 Board of Appeals Meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM April 4, 2006.   Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt.  Council Members:  Gary Bipes, Roger Newman, Steve Squibb.  Members absent:  Don Olinger.  Staff present:  Administrator Matt Jaunich, and Barb Johnson.  Citizens in attendance:  Penny Macik, Mike Jacoby, Todd Kramer.
Renville County Assessors Barbara Trochlil and Randy Mertz were present to address questions and concerns.  

Ms. Trochlil stated Hector had a 5% increase on the average sale of homes which caused the value of all homes to be increased by 5%.  Values are based on sales between October 2004 and September of 2005.  Hector had a sale of thirty homes with an average value of $70,094 which caused the assessed level to be 87.99%.  State requires an assessment level between 90% to 100%.
Penny Macik, (parcel #: 33-02115) 421 6th Street E., stated she felt her property value was excessive due to the blight condition of a neighboring home.  Macik stated she has filed complaints on the blight condition in the past.  Macik also stated when her street was tarred, they lost five feet of street making the street narrow causing a congested parking problem and a hazard for motorists.   She feels this also decreases her home value.  Taxes keep going up and Macik stated they were living on less income than ten years ago.  Ms. Trochlil stated this meeting was to discuss property value only, not taxes.  Mr. Mertz compared assessed value of the Macik home to other homes of equal size and amenities.  Macik’s home was in range with others.   Also representing  Paintin’ Place, (parcel #:33-02115), 521 Main Street S., Macik stated she felt the value on the business was too high due to the poor condition of the alley.  Macik has made complaints of the condition of the alley and stated customers also make complaints to them. 

Mike Jacoby, (parcel #: 33-02765) 230 Main Street N., stated he felt his value was too high.  Jacoby stated homes in his price range do not sell in Hector.  Mr. Mertz compared other homes to the Jacoby property.  The Jacoby property compared in value to other homes.  Administrator Jaunich reinstated the fact that home in Hector are selling for more than the assessed value which resulted in the 5% overall increase.  

Todd Kramer, (parcel#: 33-00182), 811 Cedar Ave. E., questioned his property value.  Mr. Mertz explained the criteria for establishing the value.  Mertz also explained that pre-construction values are lower since the value is placed on the construction that has been completed.  
Council Member Bipes stated the newly constructed airport hangars are tax exempt since they are not being used commercially.  

Council reviewed the comments of Macik, Jacoby, and Kramer and determined the increase resulted in the City wide increase due to the market value and no adjustments would be made.

Squibb motioned to close the meeting.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting recessed at 6:45 PM.
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Respectively Submitted








Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk
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Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk


