 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING

MARCH 16, 2009
PUBLIC HEARING

Mayor Jeff Heerdt opened the public hearing at 6:30 P.M. with the pledge of allegiance. 

Members present:  Council Members, Ralph Bergsma, Gary Bipes, Jeff Heerdt, Janet Olson and Mark Schwiderski.  Staff present:  Barbara Hoyhtya Citizens present:  Neil Dovenmuehle, Charles Melberg, David Schmeling, Steven Novotny, Larry Dean, Doug Kerr, Dan Filzen, Nicole Krippner, Ryan Krippner, Brian Broderius, Gene Lutteke, Bill Roebke, Willard Rodmyre, Bryan Sommer, Clayton Kamrath, Arleen Kamrath, Brad Melberg, Steven Squibb, Jim Johnson, Mark Kramer, Todd Kramer, Dennis Blumhoefer, Ken Firle, Ron Ruona, Dolores Bright, Aric Gordon, and Henry Berghorst.  

Gene Lutteke, General Manager from South Central Grain & Energy gave a presentation on the proposed project for Hector.
They need to up grade the facility or exit the grain business in Hector.  This project will be just a start.

They will start by adding a 300,000 & 500,000 bushel storage grain bin.  The 500,000 bushel grain bin will be 90’ diameter, height 100’; aeration in the bins, low speed 1750 rpm fan, decibels 80 – slightly over conversation decibels.

The 300,000 bushel grain bin will be 72’ diameter, height 84’ to eves, low speed fan.  This bin will have wet corn to feed the grain dryer.  

The grain dryer will be a 5,000 bushel per hour dryer, tall and skinny.  The fans inside the dryer will have a decibel rate of 58.

There will be two twin pits outside – open graded pits.  They will be dumping all wet corn during the fall harvest at a rate of 20,000 bushel per hour each.

This dryer will feed into the 300,000 bushel grain bin, then to the dryer, then to the 500,000 bushel grain bin or to the silos.  The location of the pits will be closer to the railroad tracks.
There will be a tower belt conveyor from the pits to the grain bin.  The tower will be 120-130’ in height with a cat walk.

The construction project is slated to run May 1, to October 1, 2009.

The dry corn or soybeans will be dumped on the west side.

Traffic flow – the bulk of the traffic will be coming in on Highway 4 and go down Bryant Avenue to weight at the scale at the north end, dump, weight empty and go back out Bryant.

If there is congestion with the trucks they will look at parking on Third Street.

The objective is to have a system that would dump fast enough to keep the traffic moving.

The future growth would be for more bins on the right and the left.

This project objective is to upgrade and grant a future to the Hector facility.

Comments:

Mayor Heerdt read a letter from Henry Berghorst at 100 3rd St NE.  this letter addressed the tax structure.  SCGE should have to pay more taxes and Bryant Avenue residents should have their taxes lowered.  He also addressed the dirt and dust and the dryers running all night.  Trucks were also an issue with him.

There currently are five dryers in the property.  The new dryer will replace the five dryers.  The new dryer will be more efficient and quieter.

Olson asked if Bryant is capable of truck traffic. Yes, the road is a 9 ton road.

Bipes – We need to advance the city.

Neal Dovenmuehle – asked if all the trucks were going to be driving on Bryant Avenue.  This is just wet corn; dry corn will be going to the west site.  Doug Kerr asked if the row of trees on Bryant will be staying.  SCGE will do everything they can to leave them in place if possible.

The trees were planted about 20 years ago to provide a buffer.

The bunker is the first thing you see when you enter town.  Perhaps some landscaping to done to make this more eye appealing.    There are no plans to take the bunker out at this time.
They will be transferring grain to Fairfax to put in the bunkers there.  In a last ditch effort the grain will come to Hector when everything else is full.
Nicole Krippner asked about the intersections and driveways.  2nd Street & 3rd Street - will there be stop signs or just leave yield signs.  No one stops for the yield signs now.
Mayor Heerdt said that the city would look at the speed signs and the stop signs.

Gene Lutteke said this will increase traffic on Bryant moving but not standing still.

 Bipes stated the trucks on the road may slow the traffic down.  It should help slow the public down.
Arlene Kamrath talked about the dust in her house and yard.  Can they keep the dust down?  Soybeans will be dumped on the east end of the site in old bins.  

What would happen if the bin splits open?  SCGE has engineers that look at the grain and design the bins.  If it were to split it would not cover the houses.
Nicole Krippner – the road is 9 ton – what about the gravel road will it hold up?
The city is looking at doing a tax abatement of some amount.  More will be explained on this in the up coming months.

Ron Ruona asked about the noise of the fans and bins compared to the old fan noise.  This would be minimal.  The quality of the bins is much better.  The bins are setting on a 6’ stem wall before getting to steel.  Bottom of the bins are double or triple sheeted.

Schwiderski –stated that the community is an agricultural community and this project is an agricultural project. 
Motion by Schwiderski to close the public hearing.  Second by Bergsma.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson, and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against, motion passed.
City Council Special Meeting

A motion to open the city council meeting was made by Bergsma, second by Olson, Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson, and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against, motion passed.

A motion was made by Schwiderski to approve the application for the Conditional Use Permit for South Central Grain & Energy, second by Olson.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson, and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against, motion passed.

Motion by Bipes to allow the school district to use the election machines for their special referendum in May, second by Bergsma.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against, motion passed.   

Motion to adjourn the city council meeting at 7:25 p.m. by Bipes, second by Olson.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson, and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against, motion passed. 

________________________________

_______________________________
Respectively Submitted



Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator
