 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

OCTOBER 9, 2006
CALL TO ORDER
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM on October 9, 2006.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt, Council Members: Don Olinger, Gary Bipes, Steve Squibb, Roger Newman.  Staff present:  Matt Jaunich, Barb Johnson, Harold Carstens, Jerome Schueller, Tony Fauglid.   Citizens in attendance: Jason Lange, Dewey Gaylord.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Squibb motioned to approve the agenda with the addition of street patching quotes and Sampson’s 3rd addition plat approval.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Bipes motioned to approve the minutes of the September 18, 2006, meeting.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Newman motioned to close the meeting for the public hearing.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting closed at 7:06 PM.
PUBLIC HEARING

Ordinance #229 increases salaries for the Mayor and Council Member.  Proposed annual salary changes:


Mayor -  $1,000 to $2,000

Council Members - $500 to $1,500

The annual salary would include the scheduled monthly meeting with a second meeting from the months of May through September.    Per Diem will not change.  This will become effective January, 2007.

Ordinance #230 would adopt administrative penalties for traffic violations and petty misdemeanors.  Administrator Jaunich stated the State is not in favor of this and may, in the future, request money collected for these fines paid back.  The League advised “go at your own risk”.  Chief Fauglid stated he felt more comfortable issuing an administrative ticket with a reduced rate rather than a ticket that would greatly impact their budget.  Anyone contesting a fine would need to come before the Council.  Chief Fauglid stated most people do not contest.  Administrator Jaunich stated the Police Department would need to have a better paper trail if this ordinance is implemented.

Bipes motioned to close the public hearing.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Hearing closed at 7:15 PM.

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

David Palm updated the Council on construction of Sampson’s 3rd Addition.  The roadway, pond and fill areas have been stripped.  Excavation has started on the pond and sanitary sewer started today.  Council Member Olinger questioned if each lot will be stubbed for water and sewer.  Palm stated it would.  Palm stated Kuechle Underground Inc. appears to be doing a good job.  Council discussed property address for the lots in Sampson’s Circle which are also on Cedar Ave. East.  A home owner may choose to face the home to Cedar Ave rather than Sampson’s Circle.  Water and sewer will be stubbed from Sampson’s Circle.  No decision made on the address.  
Palm stated the gravel base is in for the alley improvement project and 90% of the top is in.  The catch basin and storm sewer has been completed.  Curb and gutter will be completed tomorrow.  The street should be patched no later than Friday.  The scheduled completion date is October 20th.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS

Fall cleanup week is scheduled for October 30th to November 3rd.

General Election is Tuesday, November 7th.

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
Olinger motioned to adopt Ordinance 229 which adjusts salaries for the Mayor and Council Members.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Bipes motioned to adopt Ordinance 230 to establish administrative fines to be effective with publication.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Olinger motioned to grant a gambling permit for St. John’s Catholic Church.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

· Carstens reported that the street sweeper broke down.  Repair parts estimate is about $1500 for a bearing, motor, and conveyor.  The swimming pool has been pumped down for the winter.  

· Schueller reviewed his monthly report.  Lime was ordered to comply with sludge application rules.  Honey wagon broke during sludge application and repair parts were ordered.  MNDOT believes the problem with the street lights on Main Street is a broken wire possibly in front of Winter Insurance.  

· Chief Fauglid stated Homecoming went well.  An alternator was replaced on the 2002 squad.  The Chief reviewed sex offender notification procedures.  

· Mayor Heerdt requested Administrator Jaunich to send a letter to Buffalo Lake requesting an informal meeting to discuss sharing of equipment.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Council reviewed the plat for Sampson’s 3rd Addition.  Administrator Jaunich questioned David Palm on utility easements shown on the map.  Jaunich stated no one could build over an easement without the approval from the Council.  Bipes motioned to approve the plat for Sampson’s 3rd addition.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
NEW BUSINESS
APPROVAL OF PAYABLES
Olinger motioned to approve the payables, additional payables, plus $11,544.22 to Juul Contracting.  Squibb seconded.   Motion carried unanimously.  

Council reviewed the statement from Morris Seal coating in the amount of $5,000 to redo the unsatisfactory seal coating job.  This amount did not include sweeping.  Administrator Jaunich spoke to Morris Seal coating and they stated they did not agree to sweep.  The city attorney advised since the original job included sweeping – this job should also include sweeping.    Olinger motioned to submit a check to Morris Seal coating in the amount of $1500 with a letter explaining that $3500 was deducted since the City paid another company  for sweeping.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
CITY ISSUES
Bipes motioned to enter into a three (3) year contract with Steve’s Sanitation for City garbage collection.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Curt Sampson submitted a letter to the Council requesting to purchase grave sites in the old section of the City cemetery.  The request is for the east half of lot 69 and 61 and the west half of lot 68 and 60.  Since the records for the old cemetery were destroyed in a fire years ago, no lots have been sold in that area.  Bipes motion to allow Sampson to purchase these lots upon presentation of a clear research opinion that no one is currently buried in these sites.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
An advertisement will be placed requesting sealed bids on the old fire truck to be opened at the November 13, 2006 meeting.  
Quotes were received for street patches at the RR crossing, Cedar Ave, and 5th and Elm Ave.


- Mueller & Sons

$15,290


- Duininck Brothers Inc
$20,552

Bipes motioned for Mueller & Sons to complete the patching.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

DISCUSSION ITEMS

Marian Sampson contacted Administrator Jaunich stating they have received an interest to install a skate park near the basketball court at the Main Street Park.  Jaunich contacted the League regarding insurance premiums.  If the park is a “tier 1 (under 4’) there would be no change in insurance premiums.  A “tier 2” would increase the premium $2500.  The League suggests signs be clearly posted to avoid liability issues along with signed waivers from the parents and a tag for the child which allows entrance.  Jaunich also stated skate parks are expensive to maintain.  Bird Island has recently installed a park and finds it is used frequently.  They suggest to initially acquire a tarp for maintenance purposes.  Their police patrol the area frequently.  Squibb motioned for Administrator Jaunich to submit a letter to the Sampson’s addressing all concerns for the skate park.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Neil Sing has presented a preliminary purchase agreement for the Fairway Building.  Administrator Jaunich checked with Northland Securities on bonding for the purchase.  The interest rate is 4% to 4.5% for 15 years.  Northland Securities suggested annexing the property before the purchase and to include any repairs and/or remodeling costs in the bonding.  Council Member Newman stated he felt bonding should be considered with the low interest rates.  Council Member Olinger stated the water service and sewer to the building need to be addressed.  Jason Lange stated repairs can be done to make the building more energy efficient.  Olinger suggested doing the project in phases.  $93,000 is currently set aside for the fire hall.  The fire building committee will meet, review the building, and submit suggestions for repairs and/or modifications.  Council requested the building inspector review the building.  Squibb motioned to contact Neil Sing and advise him the City will purchase the building for $235,000 upon successful annexation and a satisfactory purchase agreement.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
A budget workshop scheduled for October 16, 2006 6:00 PM City Hall.

ADJOURNMENT

Squibb motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Bipes seconded.  Adjournment time 8:55 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk

