 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

SECOND REGULAR MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING

JULY 27, 2009
CALL TO ORDER – SECOND REGULAR MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM with the pledge of allegiance by Mayor Jeff Heerdt.  Members present: Council Members: Mark Schwiderski, Ralph Bergsma, Janet Olson.  Absent: Gary Bipes.  Staff present:  Barbara Hoyhtya, City Administrator; Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk; and Jerome Schueller, Water/wastewater Superintendent.  Citizens present: Julie Schafer, Penny Macik, Jennifer Macik, Susan Kley, Ruth Hamilton, Debra McIntosh, Marlys Hagstrom.  Others present:  David Palm, Bolton & Menk Engineering.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Bergsma motioned to approve the agenda. Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Schwiderski motioned to approve the minutes of the July 13th  Regular Council Meeting.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS

(None)
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

David Palm, Bolton & Menk Engineering, presented the Council with the final CIP Plan of the conditions of existing street surfaces and utilities throughout the City.  Attached are two maps which recommend improvements and their priority on both street reconstruction and infrastructure improvements.  Also included was information prepared for the purpose of USDA Rural Development and PFA applications that the City has submitted in previous months.  The tables include an estimate of costs for the recommended improvements.  Council Member Schwiderski questioned if there was a time line on the estimated costs.  Palm stated that the city may want to consider doing something before the new figures come out for the 2010 census as the medium household income will increase.  Mayor Heerdt stated the Council would need to review the information and determine priority improvements and the project cost.  Council Member Schwiderski questioned if the City was committed to Bolton & Menk on any future improvement work.  Palm stated that this CIP Plan belongs to the City.  The next step would be to enter into Stage II of the application process.  Stage II involves many steps including a preliminary engineering report and an environmental report.  The fee of $12,000 includes some of the work completed on Stage I and the Stage II work.  Palm stated that water projects provide the best advantage for grant money which is 45%.  If a health and safety factor is noted grant money could be 70%.  Mayor Heerdt stated improvements would be discussed at future meetings.  
Palm stated that the Downtown Street and Lighting Project’s final pay estimate was submitted to the contractor for signatures.  There are three of the decorative lights that are not working properly and they are working on them.
Susan Kley questioned the Council if there was a blight ordinance regarding demo cars.  Mayor Heerdt stated the Council was looking into a special ordinance for demo cars and checking with neighboring cities.  Hector’s ordinance does not define demo cars.  Jennifer Macik questioned if unlicensed vehicles sitting on lawns were considered blight.  Administrator Hoyhtya read ordinance 92.07 which concerns blight.  The ordinance states that junk automobiles shall include any motor vehicle, part of a motor vehicle or former motor vehicle, stored in the open, which is not currently licensed for use upon the highways of the State of Minnesota:  demo cars are not licensed so would be considered a blight.  Susan Kley also questioned if tractors were included in the blight ordinance.   No, junk automobiles.  Ms. Kley also questioned why a curfew ticket was issued when the party was coming into town on their way home.  Mayor Heerdt stated he could not respond since he did not know details of the situation.
Marlys Hagstrom stated the curb replaced at her residence looks nice and questioned when patching will be done.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated the curb needs to be completed for a week prior to patching and the patching will be completed.

Debra McIntosh stated a dog was running loose near her house and questioned if there were leash laws.  Marlys Hagstrom questioned if cats with no collars could be caught in a live trap.  Julie Schafer questioned how long a dog can bark.  Administrator Hoyhtya read the ordinance which does not address a leash ordinance, but does indicate the dog/cat must remain on the owner’s property.  A dog cannot bark for more than five minutes with less than one minute of interruption.  

Jennifer Macik addressed the Council stating she has a list of repairs/maintenance from June that has not been completed.  The grounds look bad because no weed whipping is done when the grounds are mowed.  Weeds and thistles are growing in the patio areas and the landscaped areas.  Residents are complaining and some are cutting weeds with scissors.  When bushes were trimmed last fall, the trimmings were left there and are still there.  Regular monthly maintenance is not being done and when someone needs to be called to repair after hours, it is an added expense.  Council Member Olson questioned if there was enough work for four hours a week.  Jennifer stated during the summer months, there would be.  Council Member Schwiderski questioned if the City billed for services.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated maintenance and repairs are billed, but the mowing is not.  Penny Macik stated the residents pay enough to live at Prairie View and they are there because they do not want yard work and maintenance.  She has brought this to the attention of the City Office and the EDA board and nothing has been done; therefore, she wanted the Council to take action.  Penny stated when the residents have visitors, the appearance of the building is a first impression and at this time it is not good.  Penny presented pictures on her camera to the Council.  Penny also stated Hummingbird Court has some of the same problems.  Mayor Heerdt stated the problem would be taken care of in-house.  
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTIONS:
Schwiderski motioned to adopt Resolution 09-23 which approves the sale of parcel #33-02895-00.  Bergsma seconded.  Olson abstained.  Motion carried.

CITY OF HECTOR

RESOLUTION 09-23
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SALE OF PARCEL # 33-02895-00

WHEREAS, Renville County Auditor-Treasurer, Larry Jacobs has notified the City of Hector that parcel 33-02895-00 has been forfeited to the State of Minnesota for non-payment of property taxes.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hector, Minnesota, that the City of Hector approves the sale of the property at 700 Cedar Avenue East.

Passed this 27th day of July, 2009.









____________________________









Mayor, Jeff Heerdt

ATTEST:

__________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Due to the decreasing stock market investment, the Fire Department pension fund is short.  They have their money invested in state funds and have 10 years to bring the fund up according to state statues.  Bergsma motioned to approve the Fire Department pension plan for 2010 at the existing $1,350/per year of service.  Olson seconded.  Mayor Heerdt stated the fund would be monitored for the next few years and adjusted if needed.  Motion carried unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
The Council reviewed the ordinance that addresses conditions of a liquor license along with suspension and revocation.  

Administrator Hoyhtya presented the Council with proposed water and sewer rates.  Since the water and sewer are enterprise funds, they are required to support themselves.  At this time they are not meeting those requirements and the rate being charged has no allowance for depreciation.  Council discussed the proposed rates and also reviewed rates from surrounding communities finding that Hector’s rates are much lower.  Schwiderski motioned to move forward to increase water rates to a base charge of $8.00 with a usage fee of $.0038/gallon, rural water rates with a base charge of $19.25 and a usage fee of $.0050/gallon.  Sewer rates increased to a base rate of $9.75 with a $.0063/gallon usage fee effective 09/01/2009.  Olson seconded.  Motioned carried unanimously.  The Council will also review the turn on/turn off water fee.  A public hearing will be scheduled to review the new rates with the residents.  
NEW BUSINESS

Hoyhtya introduced the Identity Theft Prevention Program.  A mandate from the Federal Trade Commission’s Red Flags Rule which implements Section 114 of the Fair and Accurate Credit Transaction Act of 2003.  Under the Red Flag Rule, every financial institution and creditor is required to establish an “Identity Theft Prevention Program” tailored to its size, complexity and the nature of its operation.  Olson motioned to adopt the Identity Theft Prevention Program effective August 1, 2009.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
ADJOURNMENT

Schwiderski motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Olson seconded.  Adjournment time 6:55 PM.
Upcoming Events:


-Planning Commission August 10th 6:00 PM.  Public Hearing and Meeting


-City Council Meeting August 10th 7:00 PM.


- City Council Meeting August 24th 5:30PM



                             ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk




                 _______________________________


                                                                 Jeff Heerdt, Mayor
