 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

 MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 14, 2009
CALL TO ORDER – MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM with the pledge of allegiance by Mayor Jeff Heerdt.  Members present: Council Members: Mark Schwiderski, Gary Bipes, Ralph Bergsma, Janet Olson.  Staff present:  Barbara Hoyhtya, City Administrator, Chief Kozel.  Citizens present: Mike Jacoby, Lowell Grimm, Marlys Hagstrom, Joyce Carstens, Penny Macik, Marvin Reigstad, Allan Kirgiss, Iona Tegner, Ken Tegner, Carol Bipes, Nancy Fosland, Jill Nezworski, Jeff Broderius, Jon Saunders, Sarah Klassen, Chuck Gentry, Steven Squibb, Michelle Schafer, Frank Schaffer, George Serbus, and Sheryl Reuber.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Council Member Schwiderski motioned to approve the agenda with the following additions, 6D Dave Palm, Bolton & Menk – an update on the lighting project; 14C Council Member Bipes request to be paid for the microphone system; 16 Bipes reading of a letter.  Council Member Bergsma seconded.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted to approve the agenda, none votes against, motion carried.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Council Member Bipes motioned to approve the minutes of the September 1, 2009 Special Council Meeting.  Council Member Bergsma seconded.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt Olson, And Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.
Council Member Schwiderski motioned to approve the minutes of the August 24, 2009 Second Council Meeting of the month.  Council Member Bipes seconded the motion.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson, Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

Kurt Klawitter, The Other Place Owner was present to ask the council if he could purchase or lease a portion of the part of the building that the city owns jointly with him at 540 Main Street South.  He would like the north side of the entry door and the office area.  Hoyhtya explained that the city attorney, Jon Saunders said that it would be better for the city to lease the portion that Mr. Klawitter wants to him or sell the whole building to Mr. Klawitter and lease back the portion that the city want to use.  Council Members Schwiderski and Bergsma will work with Mr. Klawitter on this issue.
George Serbus, 401 3rd Street West wants to know if he has to pay for two citations issued by the Hector Police Department or one.  Mr. Serbus received a second citation because he had not paid the first citation.   The council dismissed the second citation as Mr. Serbus had come to the city council and questioned the first citation with a motion by Council member Schwiderski, seconded by Council Member Bergsma.  Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, Council Member Bipes voted against.  Motion carried.  Mr. Serbus asked if he had to pay the first citation – the police department does not have pictures.  Police Chief Kozel said that they had everything documented on what the blight was.  

Police Chief Kozel stated the police department was instructed to re-issue a second citation if the blight was not cleaned up or if they had cleaned up their blight but had not paid their first citation.  Susan Kley questioned her blight.  Police Chief Kozel passed out pictures of the Kley residents to the council on the second round of blights.  Still cans, debris, canisters and numerous other items on the property.   Mrs. Kley then stated she is working on this.  

Police Chief Kozel stated they are not writing blight on just what they see but are following the city ordinance.  The department started with the second rounds of blight citations to take pictures of all bight property before issuing a citation.

Dave Palm, Bolton & Menk filled the council in on the downtown street lighting.    The city received the proposed completion documents six weeks ago and it is on hold until the project has been completed to the council approval.  There are three decorative light snot working properly.  Dave presented a letter form Duninick’s which gives the city two options.  Leave the lights alone because they were installed per plan, or rewire the light poles so they are all on one photo cell for the cost of $4,018.40.  Dave says that the company has done everything according to the specs.  He will call a meeting with MNDOT and others to see where we are at.  Dave would like to have the electrical engineer tell us if the lights are working.  Items yet to be completed on the to do list are bolts and wedges for the banner brackets. And tighten up the decorative poles.     
Dave also addressed the RD proposal and application.  Dave asked if they could move forward with their proposal on this project.  Council member Schwiderski motioned to go out for a RFP on this project for engineers. Second by Olson.  Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, Bipes voted against.  Motion passed.

The council discussed the chain of command and that Dave needs to go through the city administrator in the future.  Dave asked for this in writing.
City Attorney

 Marvin Reigstad passed out a proposal to the council.  The Mayor read a letter Mr. Reigstad had written in which he is asking to be appointed as acting city attorney.  Jon Saunders the current city attorney provided information on him and his firm.   After much discussion Council member Bipes motioned to have Reigstad as city attorney, second by Mayor Heerdt.  Bipes, yes; Schwiderski, no; Olson, no; Bergsma, no and Heerdt, yes.  Motion failed.  Jon Saunders will remain the city attorney.

The Planning & Zoning Commission recommends the conditional use permit to allow Curt Sampson to have horses on the property in question with a maximum of six horses, he work with the neighbors when placing his fence, no walkway and a gate on the proposed road between Olinger and Zemple.  Motion by Schwiderski, second by Bipes.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson, and Schwiderski voted in favor none voted against. Motion carried.

Jeff Broderius and Jill Nezworski from the Airport Advisory Committee representing the group.  Jill Stated that the rents from the other cities on an average were $72.00 and that electricity was included.  In Hector the rent is $65.00 plus electricity with an average of $10.00 with zero usage.  The group recommends holding the rent for 2010 and proposed a rent increase in 2011 of $10.00 per month.  With the economy being poor in 2011 it may be a better time to raise the rent.
After much discussion at the advisory committee meeting the committee decided to put the administration and maintenance fees back in the budget but track the actual time spent in 2010 and then they will have an idea of what the actual charges are. 

Police Department – No questions on the monthly report.  Blight report- The first round of citations have been issued.  The second round of 26 more have been issued not only for properties that have not cleaned up their properties but those that have not paid the citations.  The second time they took pictures of all properties.  

Police Chief Kozel stated the police look at what the ordinance says and go from there when issuing the citations. Everything is listed according to city ordinance guidelines.

Coverage for the department – the next two weeks are covered.  Applications are coming in and the personnel committee will be meeting with Officer Roemhild on Wednesday evening.
Park Department – Reviewed monthly report.
Street Department - A questions of why is the center line on Main Street a double solid line?  That would mean that no one can do a U-Turn at the intersection Ash and Main Street.  The double line is painted on by the State of Minnesota.  Harold will look into this.

Water/Wastewater -  Reviewed monthly report. 

Administration – A thank you for the donations for the banners and to Ann Broderius for all her work in putting this together.

The delinquent bills were reviewed.

Council member Schwiderski volunteered to be on the Well Head Protection Committee. 
Council Member Olson volunteered to go with Administrator Hoyhtya to the Renville County Interoperable Communications meeting with the other cities and county members on September 25, 2009.  

Motion by Council Member Schwiderski to set the Truth N Taxation meeting for December 14, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. second by Olson.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

The council discussed the current preliminary budget.  With the way it stands now it will be less than 1% raise in taxes.  
Council member Olson motioned to do a joint advertising for snow haulers with Buffalo Lake, second by council member Schwiderski.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried. 

At the current time there is no need to share employees with Buffalo Lake as they have their employee back on staff.

Council Member Bergsma made a motion to approve the Resolution 09-23 Adopting the 2010 Preliminary Tax Levy, second by Council Member Schwiderski.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

RESOLUTION 09-23

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE PROPOSED 2009 TAX LEVY, COLLECTIBLE IN 2010, FOR THE CITY OF HECTOR, MINNESOTA; AND ORDERING THE LEVY TO BE CERTIFIED WITH THE RENVILLE COUNTY AUDITOR

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of Hector, Renville County, Minnesota, that the following sums of money to be levied for the current year 2009, collectible in 2010, upon the taxable property in the City of Hector for the following purposes:

Gross General Levy:




$388,178

Equals General Levy:




$388,178

Special Levies:


2004 Debt Service



$45,000   

2001 Refunding Bonds



$51,595   

2001 Debt Service



$39,000   

2000 Debt Service



$16,691   

1994-2 Debt Service



$34,000


1998 GO




$10,000   


2006A Equipment Certificates


$58,377    

Total Special Levies:




$254,663

Total Levy:





$642,841

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Administrator is instructed to transmit a certified copy of this resolution to the County Auditor of Renville County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above sum does not include Local Government Aid and is to be levied in full.

Passed this 14th day of September 2009.









______________________________









Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator

Council Member Schwiderski made a motion to approve the Resolution 09-24 Approving an application for Exempt Permit for Hector Lions, second by Council Member Bipes.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

RESOLUTION 09-24
A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN APPLICATION OFR EXEMPT PERMIT FOR THE HECTOR LION’S

WHEREAS, the Gambling Control Board requires that each local government unit sign a application for exempt permit for charitable gaming to occur; and

WHEREAS, Hector Lion’s conducts charitable gaming through a raffle at the location of City Park Main Street South Hector MN on July 10, 2010.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hector that the Hector Lion’s is granted a premise permit to host charitable gaming upon its property.

Passed this 14th day of September 2009.








____________________________________








Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator

Motion to approve the payables and additional payables in the amount of $78,362.49 by Council Member Schwiderski and pay all and current cost of the microphone system as we know it now, with a second by Council Member Olson.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson, and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried. 
Financials will be available next meeting.
The council then had a discussion including how the council should act and conduct themselves with employees, residents and businesses.  City Attorney Saunders told the council that they need to put personalities aside and deal with city issues and respect each other.  Employees with issues need to go to the personnel committee. 

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting as adjourned at 9:55 p.m. with a motion by Council Member Olson, second by Council Member Bergsma.  Bergsma, Bipes, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

________________________________


_________________________
Respectively Submitted




Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator
