BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING
APRIL 16, 2007

The 2007 Board of Appeals Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. on April 16, 2007.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt.  Council Members:  Gary Bipes, Mark Schwiderski.  Members absent:  Roger Newman and Steve Squibb.  Staff present:  Administrator Matt Jaunich.  Citizens in attendance:  Charles Gentry, Richard and Jan Scheel, Ken Kleiman, Bruce and Beate Reuber.
Renville County Assessors Barbara Trochlil and Randy Mertz were present to address questions and concerns with valuations.  Mr. Heerdt informed the residents that each case would be heard and then decided upon at the end of the meeting.  

Charles Gentry, owner of the property located at 240 3rd Street East (parcel # 33-00945) addressed the Council regarding his property.  Mr. Gentry stated that he felt his property was over valued, specifically when compared to his neighbor’s homes of Jeff Heerdt (230 3rd St. E.) and Ed Wenner (250 3rd St. E.).  Charles stated he felt his value of $66,800, which was higher than Heerdt ($55,300) and Wenner ($49,600), was not comparable to his neighbors who had identical homes built in the same year.  Randy informed Mr. Gentry that the reason his house was valued higher was that he felt his house was in a better condition then his neighbor’s of Heerdt and Wenner.  Mr. Gentry stated that he didn’t feel his house was in any better shape.  Randy also informed Mr. Gentry that his house was five years newer than the other homes, and that his house was graded at a 6 compared to a 5 ½ for Mr. Wenner.  Randy also informed Mr. Gentry that his garage was valued at $12,400 compared to $12,000 for Mr. Heerdt and $9,200 for Mr. Wenner.
Richard and Jan Scheel, owners of the property located at 411 4th Street East, were present to ask general questions regarding the evaluation process.  Ms. Trochlil stated that market values were based on the sale of homes in Hector.  The number of homes sold does not affect the market value; it is only the difference of those homes sold.  Ms. Trochlil stated that property values in Hector increased by 13%.  Mr. Scheel questioned if there was a cap on what values could go up.  Ms. Trochlil stated that a value cannot increase by more than 15%.  Ms. Trochlil stated that the sales ration of the sale price and market value, by state law, must be between 90% and 110%, Hector had an 84% sales ratio which caused the increase in property values.  Mr. Scheel questioned whether or not there was a cap on the tax levy increase for a home.  Mr. Scheel was instructed to contact the County Auditor/Treasurer.  Dick requested that a copy of his field card be mailed to him.
Ken Kleiman, owner of the property at 530 2nd Street East, was also present to get a better understanding of the evaluation process.  Mr. Kleiman stated that he had most of his questions answered by the questions asked by Richard and Jan Scheel.  Mr. Kleiman stated he wasn’t present to disagree with his value, but to state that he didn’t feel he could sell his house for $101,000, which was what his house was valued at.  Mr. Kleiman stated that the value of his house has increased from $81,400 in the year he bought it to $101,000 this year.  Ms. Trochlil stated that Hector has seen an average increase of 10%-12% over the past coupe of years.

Bruce and Beate Reuber, owners of the property at 904 Birch Avenue West, were present to discuss the incorrect evaluation of their home over the past several years.  Ms. Reuber stated corrections to a letter that was sent by the City a couple of months ago.  Mr. Mertz confirmed with the Council that square foot evaluation of the Reuber house was off by about 300 feet.  Mr. Mertz confirmed that the valuation went from $121,000 in 2006 to $110,000 in 2007.  Mr. Reuber stated that he felt he should be compensated for an incorrect evaluation over the past couple of years.  Administrator Jaunich stated that there is no official record of Mr. Reuber requested a walk-through of his home.  Mr. Reuber stated that he felt it should have been automatic from the assessor after he complained.  Mr. Mertz and Ms. Trochlil stated that they would look into an abatement policy for the Reubers.
Randy Mertz stated that he had a request from Gerald and Dorothy Johnson, the owners of the property at 661 Birch Avenue West, for a walk through of their property.  Mr. Mertz informed the Council that before he did the walk through, he had the house graded at an 8.  After the walk through, Mr. Mertz stated that he changed the grade to a 7 due to the interior condition of the home.  Mr. Mertz recommended that the Council change the value of the house of Gerald and Dorothy Johnson from $157,000 to $142,900.
After hearing discussion from the public on evaluations, Gary Bipes motioned that the County Assessor do a walk through of the Chuck Gentry home and compare that to the values of Jeff Heerdt and Ed Wenner and report back to the Equalization Board.  Mark Schwiderski seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.

In regards to the Gerald and Dorothy Johnson property, Gary Bipes motioned to lower the value of the home as suggested by the County Assessor.  March Schwiderski seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.

The Council agreed to meet within the next twenty days to hear back from the Assessor on the Chuck Gentry home and instructed Jaunich to set up a meeting time.  With no further discussion, Gary Bipes motioned to adjourn.  Mark Schwiderski seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Matthew Jaunich

City Administrator
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