 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

APRIL 10, 2006
CALL TO ORDER
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order on April 10, 2006.  Members present:  Mayor: Jeff Heerdt, Council Members: Don Olinger, Gary Bipes, Steve Squibb, Roger Newman.  Staff present:  Matt Jaunich, Barb Johnson, Harold Carstens, Jerome Schueller, Mike Kenney, Tony Fauglid.   Citizens in attendance: Jason Lange, Dennis and Penny Macik, Rick and Lynette Clark, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Danielson.  Mayor Heerdt called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Bipes motioned to approve the agenda.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Squibb motioned to approve the minutes of the March 20th special, regular, and closed meeting and the April 4th Equalization Hearing.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

David Palm presented quotes on the alley between Main Street and 2nd Street East south of Elm Avenue (labeled alley #1) and the alley between Main Street and 2nd Street East between Birch Avenue East and Cedar Avenue East (labeled alley #2).  Currently the alleys are gavel and soft.  The proposal would construct a surface 16’ wide with class five gravel and 5” of blacktop with ½ foot of gravel on each edge to support the blacktop.  Estimated construction for alley #1 is $35,500 and an additional $12,300 for curb for a total of $47,800.  Palm suggested stubbing water service for CSI and the Post Office on alley #2 for an estimated cost of $2,000.  Estimated construction costs for alley #2 is $27,900 with an additional $9,000 for curb for a total of $36,900.   Construction costs for both alleys are estimated at $84,700 with curb.  Estimated total project cost including engineering, permit fees, etc. is $114,400.  Palm stated alleys are not usually constructed with curb; however, curb would provide drainage and maintain the tar due to the heavy traffic on these alleys.  Council Member Olinger questioned if assessments would be based on new construction or reconstruction since this alley has never had blacktop.  Palm stated that would be a Council decision.   Administrator Jaunich stated most of the assessments would be considered side lots.   Council Member Olinger questioned if the gravel portion could be considered as reconstruction and the blacktop considered as new construction.   Separations can be made according to Council decision.  Olinger also questioned if just the gravel was done, would that help?  Palm stated it would channel the water off.   Council requested Palm to prepare a report for reconstruct, blacktop, and curb.  
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Danielson, 651 Ash Avenue W., stated they have been having sewer problems.   Jerome Schueller stated the main has been jetted several times which somewhat helped, but did not solve the issue.  The line was televised and tree roots were found in their line and about 9’ of the city line.  Schueller stated it would be best to repair the entire bad area at one time.  Estimated costs are $2445 to the Danielson’s and $1333 to the City.  Schueller will also get a second bid on the project.  The Danielson requested the City to consider paying for their repairs and then making an assessment to them.  Squibb motioned to accept the lowest bid and assess the Danielson’s for their portion over two (2) years with an interest rate of 6%.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS
Beginning in May, the City Council will meet twice a month.  A 7:00PM meeting the 2nd Monday of the month, and a 5:00PM meeting the 4th Monday of the month.  
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
Newman motioned to adopt Resolution 06-07 which orders preparation of a report on alley improvements.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Squibb motioned to adopt Resolution 06-08 which receives a report on alley improvements and calls for a public hearing on May 8, 2006, 6:00PM.  Olinger seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

DEPARTMENT SUPERVISOR REPORTS

· Harold Carstens gave an update on street patching and seal coating.  Repair of the street lights on Main Street will be expensive.  Xcel stated the light is their responsibility, but the poles and wiring is the city responsibility.  David Palm suggested checking with MNDOT to see if they would contribute to repair costs.  Grob repaired the curb by the damaged fire hydrant on Main Street.
· Jerome Schueller stated all state requirements were met for the month of March.  Well inspections have been completed.  Jerome is getting quotes on the lab equipment required by Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  Worked with several residents on sewer problems caused by tree roots.  
· Mike Kenney stated the park bathrooms have been opened.  The hydraulic problem on the street sweeper has been repaired.  McQueen Equipment will come (free of charge) to look at the jetter and advise of any needed repairs.  Mayor Heerdt requested the water be turned on at the baseball park.  

· Administrator Januich stated the Council received their financial reports.

· Chief Fauglid stated a mock accident will take place on the school property on April 20th.  The school will change their buss loading and unloading from the north side of the building to the east side of the building.  Vehicles in the storage lot are ready for auction.  The Chief is looking at getting more part-time officers.  Council Member Bipes questioned the timely response for a funeral escort.  Chief Fauglid will look into the matter.
· Council Member Squibb stated the ambulance crew has looked at several new ambulances and have narrowed their decision to two.  The ambulance they prefer is $110,000.  Due to the time frame, they are considering waiting for a 2007 model.

· Mayor Heerdt will set up a meeting with Jason Lange, Civil Defense Director, to review procedures.
· The fire hall committee has met and discussed three options for the fire hall.  Option 1- add on, option 2- build new, and option 3- build a city center.  The committee recommends adding on to the existing fire hall.  Administrator Jaunich stated the fire hall funds total $83,000.  A grant has been applied for a new fire truck and if the grant is received, this money could be transferred to the fire hall fund.  Council discussion on the condition of the Street Department buildings.  The roof is collapsing on the maintenance shop (the old County building), water runs into the big shed, and the shop office roof leaks.  David Palm recommended having an architect look at all buildings.  Council requested the committee to meet again to plan for a building expansion on the fire hall.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Rick Clark questioned the status on Maple Circle.  Dr. Clark stated he would sign a resolution or whatever stating he would claim full assessment for frontage fees should there be an assessment.  Administrator Jaunich will contact the City Attorney to see if this would be possible and if the agreement would transfer to a new owner. 
Mueller & Sons and Duinick Brothers have information on streets to be patched.  Waiting for quotes.  Seal coating quotes will be compared when received for the low bid.  
NEW BUSINESS

APPROVAL OF PAYABLES

Olinger motioned to approve the payables and additional payables.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Council Member Squibb suggested Administrator Jaunich and Chief Rasmussen meet with The Other Place to discuss discontinuing their rent payment since they have their electrical connection in our portion of the building and the Fire Department is paying about $1.00 per foot for the area they are using. 

CITY ISSUES
Squibb motioned to accept a contract with Honey Do Lawn Service to mow the cemetery at the same rate as last year with the exception of increasing the fuel charge to $3.00 a gallon.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously
Spring Clean-up scheduled for the 2nd week in May.  Appliance pick up will be offered to the residents and Administrator Jaunich will check with Farmers Salvage to see if we will offer removal of vehicles.  

DISCUSSION ITEMS
Jerome is researching the problem of the pumps plugging at the wastewater plant.  He is getting quotes on repairing the pumps and replacing the pumps.
Council reviewed Curt Sampson’s letter regarding terms for donating Sampson’s 3rd Addition.  Administrator Jaunich and Mayor Heerdt will set up a meeting with Curt to clarify terms.

ADJOURNMENT

Squibb motioned to adjourn.  Newman seconded.  Adjournment time 9:14 PM

                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk

