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CITY OF HECTOR
REGULAR MEETING
HECTOR COMMUNITY CENTER – 7:00 P.M.

MARCH 10, 2014

PRESENT: Acting Mayor Chuck Gentry, Council Members Doug Best, Greg Radermacher, and Ralph Bergsma.

ABSENT: Mayor Steven Squibb

CITY STAFF PRESENT: Hugh Veit, Kathy Blackwell, Pat Callahan, and Jerome Schueller. 

Acting Mayor Chuck Gentry called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. following the pledge of allegiance.

AGENDA – Visitor Gary Groen from AEM was deleted from the agenda due to a scheduling conflict and the following items were added to the agenda: request from Matt Pursi regarding the theater, Center Point Energy Community Partnership Grant, and Resolution 14-15.  MOTION by Ralph Bergsma, seconded by Doug Best and carried to approve the amended agenda.  MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Ralph Bergsma and carried to approve the consent agenda with a noted correction to the February 10, 2014 meeting minutes.  

CITY ENGINEER – Hugh Veit explained the invoices submitted from Independent Testing Technologies (ITT) and Moore Engineering.

MOTION by Ralph Bergsma, seconded by Doug Best and carried to approve payment to ITT in the amount of $6,742, pending approval by Rural Development.

MOTION by Doug Best, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve payments to Moore Engineer in the amount of $130,000 for the study and preparation work on phase two of the infrastructure improvements and $74,400 for the study and reports on phase one of the wastewater system improvements, both pending approval by Rural Development.

MOTION by Greg Radermacher, second by Doug Best and carried to approve payment to Moore Engineering in the amount of $14,500 for work on phase two of the wastewater system improvements related to Triple J Farms.

PROJECT PLANS – Engineer Veit presented plans and specifications to date.  The proposed 150,000 gallon water tower is Part 1.  The work for the sanitary sewer, water main, storm sewer and street improvements is Part 2.  Hugh noted that MnDOT and Renville County will be participating in Part 2 of the project, with sidewalk improvements and improvements to CSAH 34.  Improvements to the wastewater plant associated with Triple J Farms is Part 3.  Additional improvements to the wastewater plant is Part 4.  Hugh reviewed the scope of the project and noted that funding may not cover 100% of the desired improvements.  Depending on how favorable the bids come in, some improvements may need to be deleted from the project.  Hugh reviewed the map that shows the proposed improvements and noted that the watermain looping is included, but with no USDA funding.  Jerome Schueller questioned why the tower was reduced from 200,000 to 150,000 gallons and noted that the smaller tank will not meet daily storage capacity limits.  Hugh stated that he will verify that USDA would not approve a 200,000 gallon tank.  Jerome asked about hand held radio read electronic water meter devices being included in the project.  The most recent estimate for the equipment was approximately $52,000 and would be 100% city cost, as USDA will not fund that type of equipment.  Hugh suggested the city do that as a separate project.  Jerome asked Hugh if the new tax exemption would be implemented within the project.  Hugh agreed to look into if that type of contract was allowed by USDA.  Improvements to Bryant Avenue were discussed with no firm decision being made at this time. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS - No citizens were present to address the council.

AIRPORT – Ralph Bergsma noted that one or two persons will be attending an upcoming conference.  It was reported that the mound system has been freezing up.  Terms of a lease agreement on a proposed new hangar are not yet negotiated. 

AMBULANCE/FIRE – Doug Best reported that the department experienced pumps freezing up when responding to a large fire recently during sub-zero temperatures.  

EDA – Chuck Gentry reported that information on Prairie View was presented at the last EDA meeting.  There is a concern about the facility cash flowing and additional renters are being sought.   MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Doug Best and carried to approve Nancy Fosland to be added as an authorized signer for the EDA. 

POLICE – Chief Pat Callahan reported that stranded motorists stayed in the community center again during a recent storm.  The community center has been used for this purpose five or six times this winter.  Chief Callahan suggested seeking grant funds from Center Point Energy or State Farm Insurance to purchase disposable blankets and folding cots to be used in the community center when it’s being used as a storm emergency shelter.  Karl Koford has completed a forensic interviewing course paid for by a grant.  Chief Callahan reported that Jared Danielson intends to resign from the department and that Sara Nelson did not provide documentation of POST Board requirements to remain on the department roster.  MOTION by Doug Best, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to remove Danielson and Nelson from the Hector Police Department roster, per Callahan’s recommendation.

PUBLIC WORKS – Jerome Schueller reported that the city hall roof repair is near complete.  Sub-zero temperatures have caused water service lines and sanitary sewer lines to freeze.  The conditions have made snow removal difficult.  The service of spreading salt or sand on private property was again discussed.  The council would like some type of waiver form to be drafted in the future to reduce the city’s liability for potential injury or property damage.  Jerome reported that a blower in the waste water plant needed to be replaced at approximately $4,700.  The new truck has been ordered and the new mower has been delivered.

LIBRARY – MOTION by Doug Best, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve the appointment of Nancy Berghuis to the Hector Public Library Board, upon the resignation of Sandy Grussing.  Jerome Schueller reported that there was a furnace fire at the library on February 14, 2014.  The furnace was repaired within hours and insurance will cover the cost to clean the carpets and ducts, less the $250 deductible.  The furnace repairs are not covered by insurance.

ADMINISTRATION – MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Doug Best and carried to adopt City of Hector Resolution 14-14 City Authorization, listing the powers granted to the Mayor, Acting Mayor, City Clerk, and Deputy Clerk on behalf of the city; listing Steven Squibb, Charles Gentry and Kathy Blackwell and removing Karen Neuman as signers on accounts at Frandsen Band and Trust with the following account numbers #50088, #30003784 and #1110168486.  The council approved posting new city hall office hours at the office and on the website.  Office hours are now 8:30 am to 3:30 pm Monday through Thursday and 8:30 am to 1:00 pm on Friday.

NEW BUSINESS – MOTION by Doug Best, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve Matt Pursi’s request to hire an electrician to install a new light fixture in lobby area of the theater.  Pursi donated the fixture.  Cost estimates for painting the ceiling over audience area of the theater will be reviewed next month.  MOTION by Doug Best, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to adopt City of Hector Resolution 14-15 to approve the transfer of real estate at 920 Birch Avenue West.  The city sold this property in 2004, but the city did not formally approve the sale by resolution or such resolution can’t be located.   

MISCELLEANEOUS – Jerome stated that he worked with the cities of Bird Island and Olivia on a combined project for seal coating that will be bid as one project and have costs savings for all three cities.

MOTION by Greg Radermacher and seconded by Doug Best to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:05 p.m.



______________________________
Kathy L. Blackwell, City Clerk




