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APRIL 1, 2014

PRESENT: Mayor Steven Squibb and Councilor Ralph Bergsma

ALSO PRESENT: Clerk Kathy Blackwell, County Assessor Barb Trochill, City Assessor Randy Mertz, Mark Kramer and Steve Kramer.

QUORUM – Due to the lack of a quorum, the city was required to hold an “open book” meeting per MN state statute.  

AG LAND – Steve Kramer and Mark Kramer questioned the taxes paid on agriculture land they own in the city limits.  The property owners acknowledged taxes paid within city limits would understandably be higher than taxes paid in a township due to the services a city provides.  The county assessor stated, and all parties agreed, that the assessed value of Kramer’s land was comparable with other agriculture land values throughout the county.  However, the amount of taxes paid on agriculture land within city limits has increased in the last few years due to land values and legislative changes to property tax calculations.  The mayor suggested the city council discuss a rural service district at the next meeting and invited the property owners to attend.

No other property owners were present and the meeting was concluded at 6:30 p.m. 



______________________________
Kathy L. Blackwell, City Clerk



