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CITY OF HECTOR
REGULAR MEETING
HECTOR COMMUNITY CENTER – 7:00 P.M.

JULY 14, 2014

PRESENT: Mayor Steven Squibb, Council Members Chuck Gentry, Greg Radermacher and Ralph Bergsma.

ABSENT:  Councilor Doug Best

STAFF PRESENT: Kathy Blackwell, Hugh Veit, Jerome Schueller, Gary Groen, and Brad Falteysek.

ALSO PRESENT: Mark Kramer, Marty Lawson, Marlys Hagstrom, and Ken Rodmyre. 

Mayor Squibb called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. following the pledge of allegiance.

AGENDA – MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Chuck Gentry and carried to approve the agenda with the following additions; Resolution 2014-23, Gary Groen second quarter report, and Mark Kramer on behalf of the Lions use of Community Center kitchen.  MOTION by Ralph Bergsma, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve the consent agenda.  

HUGH – USDA/Rural Development has submitted the project plans for approval.  MnDOT will fund approximately $30,000 of storm sewer work within the project.  Renville County has drafted a proposed agreement on paying $220,722 as their share of the project.  MOTION Ralph Bergsma, seconded by Greg Radermacher to approve the county agreement contingent upon the commissioner’s approval.  MOTION by Ralph Bergsma, seconded by Chuck Gentry and carried to approve payment of invoice #8151 in the amount of $337,500 for work on Phase 2 and invoice #7671 in the amount of $29,600 for work on Phase 1 to Moore Engineering, pending approval by Rural Development.  Improvements to Bryant Avenue NE were discussed and it was agreed no assessments would be charged to property owners.  The council agreed that improvements to Sampson and Cedar would not be pursued at this time as there were not significant cost savings doing the work in conjunction with the planned infrastructure projects.

AEM – Gary Groen presented the second quarter 2014 report.  Groen reminded the council of the capital projects fund that was established in 2013 and reviewed cash balance comparisons.  Groen reported that AEM, city staff and the Mayor have started the 2015 budget process.  

COMMUNITY CENTER – On behalf of the Hector Lions, Mark Kramer thanked the city maintenance staff for their work in regards to Corn Chaff Days.  Kramer then stated that the Lions would like exclusive access to rear kitchen area.  Kramer reported that the space was very functional when used to prepare food for Corn Chaff Days.  Ownership of the equipment was questioned and it was agreed that everything is city owned by default.  The Lions would like to make some improvements and keep the area locked.  It was agreed that utilization of the space is beneficial versus the area remaining unused.  MOTION by Chuck Gentry, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to allow the Hector Lions exclusive access and control of the rear kitchen area at the Community Center.  

530 DOUGLAS AVENUE NE – The city received no response from the new owner and the file has been turned over to the city attorney to handle.  

WEEDS – Marlys Hagstrom asked if the city would do something about the weeds on the property at 521 Douglas Ave E.  The council agreed to have city staff review the ordinance and have the weeds removed if the property owner doesn’t. 

SOCIAL HOST ORDINANCE – MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Chuck Gentry and carried to approve the passing of Ordinance 130.06 a Social Host Ordinance.

AIRPORT – Ralph Bergsma reported that the approved projects are progressing without issue.  Jerome Schueller reported that estimates on crack filling have been received.  Clerk Blackwell reported that the MnDOT Maintenance and Operation reimbursement grant documents for July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014 have been submitted.

AMBULANCE/FIRE – Ken Rodmyre explained the $25,000 grant the service received to replace their heart monitor.  The amount of the equipment with accessories and a service plan is estimated to be $32,000.  It is estimated the service can sell the old monitor for $5,000 making the net city cost for the new monitor approximately $2,000.  The new monitor will be able to transmit patient information directly to the hospital.  MOTION by Chuck Gentry, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve acceptance of the $25,000 grant and spending approximately $7,000 towards the monitor project, less any proceeds from the sale of the old monitor.  

EDA – Chuck Gentry reported that Prairie View is currently advertising for an administration position.  The EDA Board appointed Nancy Fosland as the Vice Chairperson and is seeking another member to fill the vacancy due to the passing of Bob Lange.  Jerome Schueller explained that the lack of base under the parking lot and wet conditions created problems when trying to seal coat the area.  

POLICE – The council reviewed the monthly police report.  The council reviewed the revised animal ordinance including wording regarding the keeping of hen chickens in city limits. 

PUBLIC WORKS – The council reviewed the monthly report.  Jerome Schueller reported that gravel quotes are under budget.  The council again discussed hiring part-time seasonal help to work on an as need basis.  MOTION by Ralph Bergsma, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to hire a part-time seasonal person at a rate of $10-$12 per hour, for 16 hours per week or a season total of 80 hours.  Jerome Schueller explained the damages and response from the recent flooding incident.

LIBRARY – Steve attending a recent Pioneerland Library Board meeting and reported that they will be requesting a 3% increase for 2015.

ADMINISTRATION – Chuck Gentry reported that as of August 1, 2014 Deputy Clerk Karen Neuman will report to Clerk Kathy Blackwell.  Mayor Squibb reported that he had bid on a work station for the Deputy Clerk, however the bids exceeded his spending goal.  Mayor Squibb then directed Clerk Blackwell to work with a local vendor such as Bennett Office on obtaining ideas and cost estimated for new work stations at city hall.  Mayor Squib reported that he has put specifications together on technology needs for the council members to receive electronic documents and communication.  

THEATER – The council reviewed the two bids to paint the interior of the theater at $2,150 and $8,681.28.  Following a discussion regarding the recent improvements to the air conditioning system in the theater, the council declined to proceed with the painting project at this time.   

ELECTION JUDGES – MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Ralph Bergsma and carried to appoint the following persons to serve as election judges in the 2014 Primary and General Elections: Judi Ovitt, Carol Kramer, Julie Schafer, Judi Lange, and Kathy Blackwell serving as head judge.

THANK YOU – Mayor Squibb extended a thank you to the fire department for washing the sidewalks prior to Corn Chaff Days and also thanked the Corn Chaff committee for handling the trash at the ball field.

MOTION by Ralph Bergsma and seconded by Greg Radermacher to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:15 p.m.



______________________________
Kathy L. Blackwell, City Clerk
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