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CITY OF HECTOR
REGULAR MEETING
HECTOR COMMUNITY CENTER – 7:00 P.M.

AUGUST 11, 2014

PRESENT: Mayor Steven Squibb, Council Members Chuck Gentry, Greg Radermacher, Doug Best and Ralph Bergsma.

STAFF PRESENT: Kathy Blackwell, Jerome Schueller, Pat Callahan, and Brad Falteysek.

ALSO PRESENT: Marty Lawson

Mayor Squibb called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. following the pledge of allegiance.  

AGENDA – MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Doug Best and carried to approve the agenda with the following items added; Clerk Blackwell’s request to attend a training session and a citizen complaint letter.  MOTION by Chuck Gentry, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve the consent agenda.  

PROJECT UPDATE – Hugh was unable to attend the meeting.  Mayor Squibb reported that USDA has not yet given final approval on the project and he mentioned that timing on obtaining bids on the project may need to be reconsidered.  

AEM – Brad Falteysek updated the council on the work AEM and city staff has completed to date on the 2015 Budget.  AEM will bring a preliminary budget to the September meeting for council consideration.  A preliminary levy needs to be certified to the county auditor by September 30. 

RS FIBER – Mark Erickson presented information on the Renville-Sibley Fiber project.  Erickson explained that he has been working on the project for the last five years.  The goals were to bring new technology with a pro-community project that would enhance service.  RS Fiber is a private cooperative that will own and operate the system.  The proposed backbone of the system will run through Hector.  Renville County has asked RS Fiber to extend the backbone farther West into Renville County in order to hook up the new hospital and county offices.  RS Fiber is asking cities to participate in funding a portion of the infrastructure in exchange for an equal amount of service provided to the city.  The Council made no decision regarding the project.    

TRAILER COURT – Jerry Bulie addressed the council regarding his utility bill at the trailer court.  Bulie stated that mobile home parks are having hard times financially.  Bulie requested that the city charge monthly access charges to only the lots that have homes on.  Currently he is being charged the access charge for all twenty-eight lots whether there is a home on the lot or not.  The Council tabled making a decision.  

ORDINANCE 30.09 – MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Ralph Bergsma and carried to to approve Ordinance 30.09 regarding City Council Compensation.  

AMBULANCE/FIRE – Mayor Squibb reported that the new ambulance monitor was delivered.  Other equipment needed to operate as an ALS service may be needed but should not exceed the budget.  New fire hose has been ordered and delivered.  

EDA – MOTION by Doug Best, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve EDA Resolution 2014-2 authorizing certain persons to execute documents on behalf of the EDA.  

POLICE – MOTION by Ralph Bergsma, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve the amendments and additions to Chapter 93 of the Hector Municipal Ordinance Code regarding allowing and regulating hen chickens within city limits.  

TAX FORFEITED LAND - Clerk Blackwell was directed to contact Commissioner Randy Kramer regarding the county securing the structures on a tax forfeited property.

PUBLIC WORKS – The Council and Jerome Schueller discussed the recent seal coating project and some problems with the project.  It was noted that the work was unsatisfactory and communication was poor.  Schueller reported that there is no insurance coverage for damage at the waste water treatment plant due to the flooding.  Clerk Blackwell reported that she attending the initial kick off meeting with FEMA to receive disaster relief funds for damages incurred by the flooding.

LIBRARY – The council reviewed the written request from Pioneerland Library System for a 3% funding increase in 2015.  

ADMINISTRATION – The council discussed email service through GovOffice and reasons for city issued email accounts.  The council agreed that email accounts be set up in 2015.  MOTION by Doug Best, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to adopt Resolution 2014-24 regarding Technology and Device use by City Council Members.

CLERK TRAINING – MOTION by Steve Squibb, seconded by Ralph Bergsma and carried to approve Clerk Blackwell’s request to attend the MCFOA Advanced Academy in Rochester on September 11 and 12, 2014 and pay registration and travel expenses. 

TAX-FORFEITED PARCEL – The council agreed to make no response to the notice from the County Auditor regarding 211 Colfax Avenue NE.  

ZONING – MOTION by Doug Best, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve the request from Ron Mellies for a conditional use permit and variance for the construction of a shed on property he owns on Bryant Avenue NE, as recommended by the Planning Commission.  

COMPLAINT LETTER – It was noted that each council member received a copy of an anonymous complaint letter.

TREE TRIMMING – The council directed Schueller to have city staff trim boulevard trees.  It was noted that it was discussed to put a lift bucket truck in the capital improvement plan.  

MOTION by Ralph Bergsma and seconded by Greg Radermacher to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:10 p.m.



______________________________
Kathy L. Blackwell, Clerk/Treasurer 
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