City of Hector
City Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday October 10, 2023

A regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Hector was called to order at 6:00pm on
Tuesday October 10, 2023, in the city council chambers at the Hector Community Center, for
the purpose of conducting city business.

Council members present: L Krueger, A Hollan, R Ebbers, G Krueger
Mayor: Daniel Edwards

Staff: Amy Klawitter, city clerk

Absent: 0

Call to order-Meeting was called to order at 6:00pm by Mayor Daniel Edwards followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions added to the agenda: # 14, Cannabis Ordinance; Hector Lions Raffle permit; Snow
removal bids. Add to Airport: Accepting change order and pay application for crack seal
project. It was decided to table the Police dept on call resolution until Chief Pierce could be in
attendance. A motion was made by CM R Ebbers, seconded by CM L Krueger to approve
agenda with additions. MC

Consent Agenda-Approve minutes from September 11, 2023 regular council meeting and
payables. CM A Hollan asked about the batch of payables dated 9-26-23 for $214,000. Clerk
Klawitter explained they were emailed out to be approved. Core & Main check is being held to
be discussed later in the agenda. Motion was made by CM L Krueger and seconded by CM R
Ebbers to approve the consent agenda. CM A Hollan against. MC

The truth and taxation meeting will be held December 11, 2023 at the regular council meeting.

Resolutions- Resolution 2023-32 to Authorize MN Dept of Transportation airport maintenance
and operation grant contract. Motion was made by CM Hollan and seconded by CM G Krueger
to approve resolution 2023-32. MC. Resolution 2023-33 accepting the donation of $500.00
from Oddson Underground Inc. to the Hector Fire Department for use of their property.
Motion made by CM R Ebbers and seconded by CM A Hollan to approve resolution 2023-33.
MC. Resolution 2023-34 A resolution for the city to update EDA checkbook signatures. A. Amy
Klawitter, B. Daniel Edwards, C. Andrew Wegscheid. Motion was made by CM L Krueger and
seconded by CM G Krueger to approve Resolution 2023-34. MC. Resolution 2023-35 to
Authorize to Execute MN Dept of Transportation the grant agreement for Airport improvement
excluding Land Acquisition. Motion was made by CM A Hollan and seconded by CM L Krueger
to approve Resolution 2023-35. MC



Residents addressing the council-Janis Weikle addressed the council and stated the agenda
used to be posted in the post office and has not been for several months. Would like to see
that again. Clerk Klawitter stated she was unaware of that and will post in the post office
moving forward. Harold Carstens addressed the council in regards to Jerome Schuller running
the wastewater plant? He would be much cheaper than the current contract. 2% employee
bonuses are not deserved based on quality of mowing, street cleaning and snow removal. PW
needs to be more seen and be held accountable for what they are doing.

Pool Update- Nancy Fosland gave a pool update on behalf of the core pool committee. They are
still waiting on quotes from different pool companies. The pool is drained and cleaned. They
need to do a pressure test on the pipes. They went and looked at the bath house in Silver Lake.
An Engineer needs to make the call on the bath house if it is repairable or not. Will update the
council next month.

Legion memorial- CM Ron Ebbers presented different proposals on behalf of the Legion wanted
to put a memorial in the city park. Legion would place existing stones at former Legion Hall and
place them in some type of upright structure with new flag poles and flags. Remove the old flag
base at the park and eventually cut down three trees that are dying along Hwy 4. Legion
members are also working on more options.

Tax Forfeiture Properties- Mayor Edwards presented to the council there were four properties
within the city that are blight properties. Council discussed that it would be best to purchase
these properties for blight removal depending on the price, which historically is significantly
less then what taxes are owed on them. Properties include 700 Cedar Ave E, 241 Dupont Ave
NE, 521 51 St E, and 511 4" St E. Mayor Edwards will work with the county on these
properties. Motion was made by CM R Ebbers and seconded by CM G Krueger to purchase all
available properties. MC.

City lots for sale- Mayor Edwards presented to the council that a private party is interested in
purchasing a property the city currently owns. Motion was made by CM G Krueger and
seconded by CM A Hollan to authorize Mayor Edwards to negotiate the property. MC

Mayor Edwards discussed the recycling bins with Commissioner Randy Kramer that are
currently placed behind the OP. Beaver Creek Transport will allow the city to use the west side
of their property (old elevator). Can be moved once they finalize the clearing of their property.

Xcel Energy Center- A representative from Xcel Energy presented to the council. Primex
requires more electricity to operate their machines then what Hector has available. They want
to put a temporary mobile substation on city owned property by the railroad tracks for
approximately six months. Or until they get a permanent line that will run from Buffalo Lake.

Frontier- The city received an email that they want to install fiber optic. Tabled until more
questions are answered from Frontier.



Renville County Community Grant- The city received notice of a $1,000 city improvement grant.
The county will match 1:1. Would like to purchase new Mustang banners for Main Street.
Motion was made by CM L Krueger and seconded by CM G Krueger to spend up to $2,000,
which would include $1,000 matching grant, on new banners and help the Legion buy some of
their flags for their memorial project with the remaining balance. MC

Cannabis ordinance-Mayor Edwards stated the area communities are passing Cannabis
ordinances and the City of Hector should have one. Will work on presenting one at the
November meeting.

Lions raffle permit- The Lions would like a raffle permit for the 2024 raffle. Motion was made
by CM R Ebbers and seconded by CM A Hollan to approve the Lions raffle permit. MC

Snow removal bids- The city received one snow removal bid for the season from Terry
Ahlbrecht. $150.00 per hour per truck with a minimum of 3 hours per truck. Terry has two
trucks available for snow removal. Requires a one-hour notice. Motion was made by CM L
Krueger and seconded by CM A Hollan to accept the bid from Terry Ahlbrecht. MC.

Report from Administration- City Clerk Klawitter would like approval from the council to send
out delinquent letters and if not paid by due date will be turned over to the county to be
assessed on their property owner’s taxes. This is done with the West Central sanitation billing
as well as the water and sewer billing. Motion was made by CM L Krueger and seconded by CM
A Hollan to proceed with the delinquent letters. Vicki Holthaus from Abdo addressed the
council regarding the finalization and transition of the contract ending December 15, 2023. Will
do the third quarter report. Will facilitate with city staff with transfers and training. Motion
was made by CM L Krueger and seconded by CM G Krueger to approve the ABDO change
request. MC.

The city will have to come up with an accounting backup plan after December 15, 2023. Will
inquire with other surrounding communities what they do. On going issues with water bills.
Working with Core & Main and Banyon to resolve. Moving forward by baby steps to getissues
fixed.

Public works- They are having a recycle/clean up day at the city shop on Main Street. It will be
one day until 7:00pm. Will get a date set and post on facebook and advertise. Moore
Engineering came and looked at Birch Ave W and North 4 drive. Jeremy Boots gave some
recommendations for both streets. City workers will get quotes for both streets.

Ambulance Department- No report

Fire Department- Would like to advertise for one firefighter position available. Motion made by
CM A Hollan and seconded by CM L Krueger to advertise for open position. MC

Police Department- Chief Pierce has someone possibly interested in 2016 Squad car.



Trailer court update- Clerk Klawitter spoke to owner of the trailer court and the plan is to
remove two more trailers by the end of November.

Airport- Gina reported the fuel farm needs a new head which cost $13,000. We will be getting
ARPA funds which can help cover the cost. Motion made by CM G Krueger and seconded by
CM L Krueger to approve purchasing a new head which will accommodate the chip reader. MC

Bollig Engineering contract- Only bid received for the contract renewal at the airport. Motion
was made by CM G Krueger and seconded by CM R Ebbers to accept the 5-year contract from
Bollig Engineering. MC

Mayor Edwards reported on the change order for the crack sealing project. The quote was for
$99,400. With the additional expense of $18,200 for a total of $117,590.50. The city is

reimbursed 95%. Motion was made by CM L Krueger and seconded by CM A Hollan to approve
the change order. MC

EDA- No report

Motion was made by CM R Ebbers and seconded by CM A Hollan to adjourn meeting. 8:22pm

Amy Klawitter, City Clerk



